Various End Times Theories
Just so you know, I (Trint Ladd) am a “Pan-Tribulationalist.” I believe that no matter when the rapture happens, it will be in God’s perfect timing and no matter what, it will “all pan out.” Thus, this document is *NOT* an exhaustive argument for any theory. It is just an overview of each.
Pre-Tribulation

Core Beliefs

1. The rapture will occur before the Tribulation Period.
2. The rapture will occur before the persecutions of the Antichrist.
3. The rapture will occur before the wrath of God falls upon the Earth and its people. 

Supporting Arguments

1. No wrath of God on Christians.
2. No wrath of Satan on the Church (Rev. 3:10-11).
3. Christ can return at any time and that time is unknowable (Matt. 25:13, Mark 13:32, Luke 12:40)
4. The Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) applies to Israel and/or Tribulation Saints only.
5. Jesus comes from Heaven to Armageddon with the saints (Rev 19:14).
6. A multitude (Tribulation Saints) enter the Millennium (Rev 20:7-8)

Criticism

1. Scriptural interpretations for #2 and #4 above can be debated.
2. Only scriptural evidence of a pre-trib rapture is the “Come up hither” in Rev. 4:1. This is a very weak argument and a big stretch of scriptural interpretation.
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Mid-Tribulation

Core Beliefs

1. The rapture will occur at the mid-point of the Tribulation Period.
2. The Church will endure the 3½ years of the Tribulation (Dan. 7:25, Matt. 24:22).
3. The rapture will occur before the persecutions of the Antichrist.
4. The rapture will occur before the wrath of God falls upon the Earth and its people.

Supporting Arguments

1. No wrath of God on Christians.
2. No wrath of Satan on Christians (Rev. 3:10-11).
3. The Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) applies to the Church.
4. After the 6th seal, there is a great multitude in Heaven (Rev. 7). Also, after the Beast is revealed, the Lamb stands with the 144,000 “blamless” on Mt. Zion (Rev 14).

5. Jesus comes from Heaven to Armageddon with the saints (Rev 19:14).

6. A multitude (Tribulation Saints) enter the Millennium (Rev 20:7-8)

Criticism

1. If no one can know “the day or the hour” of the Rapture, how can it be scheduled with relation to the mid-point of the Tribulation (Dan. 7:25 , Rev. 12:6)? This is somewhat handled by the closely related “Pre-Wrath” theory puts the Rapture either before the Anti-Christ’s persecution of the saints or just before God’s wrath is poured out.
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Post-Tribulation

Core Beliefs

1. The rapture will occur at the end of the Tribulation Period.

2. The Church will endure the Tribulation (Matt. 24:22).

3. The Church will endure the persecutions of the Antichrist. (Matt. 24:9-13, Dan. 7:21,25)

Supporting Arguments

1. The Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24-25) applies to the Church.

2. There is no clear evidence that the 2nd Coming of Christ and the Rapture are separate events.

Criticism

1. If no one can know “the day or the hour” of the Rapture, how can it be scheduled with relation to the end of the Tribulation?

2. This theory must ignore one of two events: A) The Rapture of the Living Church, or B) The population of the Earth with living people during the Millennial Reign. One of these two must be true for Post-Tribulation theory: All Christians, living and dead, are caught up to meet Christ just before Armageddon, thus leaving no one alive for the Millennial Reign. Or, the living are never caught up.
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If the Church remains on Earth through the entire Tribulation, they must endure the devastation of God’s wrath poured out on the Earth. It could be argued that they are present but do not suffer because they are sealed in Rev. 7.

Post-Millennial and Amillennial

All three theories above are considered Pre-Millennial. That is, they all believe the 2nd Coming of Christ will precede a 1000 Year Reign of Christ on Earth. They also all believe in a multi-part return of Christ (except for Post-Trib.) and a multi part resurrection of the dead.
There are those who do not hold these views.

Post-Millennial

Post-Millennialism holds that the 2nd Coming of Christ will occur after the 1000 Year Reign corresponding to a single resurrection of the dead. Rather than seeing Christ’s Kingdom as a physical kingdom on Earth, with Christ reigning as King for 1000 years, it views the Millennium as a time of Christian dominance, a “Golden Age.” In this view, Satan’s grasp on Earth is gradually defeated by the ever growing Church, the Church being the physical representation of the Kingdom of God. This is heavily based on an interpretation of the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20).
While some Post-Millennialists still hold to a literal 1000 years, most consider this number to be symbolic. Many (but not all) Post-Millennialists believe that this 1000 years began long ago and that many of the events of End Times prophesy have already occurred. This belief is called Preterism.
Amillennial

Amillennialism holds that the 1000 year reign mentioned in Rev. 20 is symbolic and represents the entire church age (a belief only held by some Post-Millennialists). This view also relies on the theory that most of the events of the Tribulation and have already taken place (Preterism).

Many early Amillennialists rejected the authenticity of some books of the Bible, nearly all of them rejecting the book of Revelation. Also, most Amillennialists insist on a loose, allegorical, or even mythological interpretation of scripture. They reject literal interpretation (at least in part) and prefer to think of most Bible stories as fables, poems, and stories that guide us toward God rather than being factual events.

Amillennialism is the official view of the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox churches among others.
