Relate – Our Relationships with Authority Figures
We live in a very disrespectful culture. We are taught from an early age to think and act independently, that we have the right to speak our minds, that we should question authority. As with most of Satan’s lies, these begin with a grain of truth. So how do we correctly question authority yet still respect it?
Who’s the Boss?
The Bible leaves no doubt on this. God is the source of all authority.
 God  establishes  all  authority on the Earth.
Romans 13:1-2
(NIV) Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.
(Msg) Be a good citizen. All governments are under God. Insofar as there is peace and order, it's God's order. So live responsibly as a citizen. If you're irresponsible to the state, then you're irresponsible with God, and God will hold you responsible.
God establishes all authority. That means that God chose your president, your senator, your mayor, your police commissioner, your principal, your teachers, your parents, your pastor… He even chose who would lead this session this weekend, right here and now. God has placed all these people in places of authority in order to maintain order, to protect you, and to guide you in right behavior.
So disrespect for your Earthly authorities is disrespect for God. Youch! That should make you think twice about talking back next time.
So why is it so hard? Why do we struggle so much with respecting authority?

 Pride  is the enemy of  respect . 
I Peter 5:5
(NIV) Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."
If you dig down to the root of all arguments, you’ll find pride. “I’m right and you’re wrong!” This kind of pride is exactly what Satan used to temp Adam and Eve into the very first sin. He fed their pride, telling them that they could be “like God,” subverting God’s authority and doing what they wanted to do, instead of doing what God had instructed. Of course it’s only natural for Satan to do this. It was his pride that led him to challenge God and be cast down from Heaven. 
Discussion:

Explain a situation in which pride caused you to disrespect authority. What could you have done differently to maintain proper respect?

Who else has God put over you in places of authority? Are you respectful to them? 
The Special Case for Parents

Of all the authorities God set over us, he talks the most about our parents. The respect we have for our parents is more important than any other. Our parents have experienced what it is to have children to love. That is how God teaches them how much He loves all of us. Paul pointed out that God made a special case in the commandments when it came to obedience to our parents.

Obedience to  parents  is the first commandment with a  promise . 
Ephesians 6:1-3
(NIV) Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."
(Msg) Children, do what your parents tell you. This is only right. "Honor your father and mother" is the first commandment that has a promise attached to it, namely, "so you will live well and have a long life."
The old joke goes that this promise is because if you don’t respect them, your parents will kill you. Of course, that’s not true. But following your parents’ advice is very likely to keep you healthy and safe. Why? Because your parents love you more than anything else (despite what you may think) and they only want what is best for you. Even when they don’t make any sense, trust me, they do know what they’re talking about.
Again, Jesus sets us an example for how to respect our parents when He talked about the respect He had for His Father. 
Jesus had  humble respect  for His Father. 
John 5:19
(NIV) Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
(Msg) So Jesus explained himself at length. "I'm telling you this straight. The Son can't independently do a thing, only what he sees the Father doing. What the Father does, the Son does.
Chances are some of you don’t have a relationship with both of your parents. It’s unfortunate that the cruelty of this world would rob you of that. But you can count on this. No matter what your situation is at home, you do have a Heavenly Father who loves you more than anyone can. Respect His authority and learn the boundaries He has set for you and his promise will still hold true. 
Discussion:

How does Jesus’ ministry on Earth display his respect for His Father?
Have you parents ever asked you to do something that didn’t make sense at the time, but does make sense now? How did you handle it at first? Were you respectful?

If you live in a broken home, who has God sent into your life to replace the authority of your missing parent(s)? 
Questioning Authority
There is a time, a place, and a manner in which to question authority. But it has nothing to do with getting your own way, being selfish, or being prideful. It has everything to do with staying in God’s will and keeping the Body of Christ pure.

When authorities directly contradict God’s Word, we must obey God first. The early church faced this situation often and the closer we get to the end of days, the more often we will face it too.
Our obedience to  God  has priority over our obedience to  man . 
Acts 5:27-29
(NIV) Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned by the high priest. "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood." Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!”

The Bible calls on Christians to seek out and expose false teachers. Since teachers guide the Church, it’s important that what they teach is in line with God’s Word and God’s will.

 Spiritual  leadership must be tested against  the Bible  to prevent  false teaching .
I John 4:1
(NIV) Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
(Msg) My dear friends, don't believe everything you hear. Carefully weigh and examine what people tell you. Not everyone who talks about God comes from God. There are a lot of lying preachers loose in the world.
Galatians 1:9
(NIV) As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned!
(Msg) I said it once; I'll say it again: If anyone, regardless of reputation or credentials, preaches something other than what you received originally, let him be cursed.
Jesus warned of false teachers who would come and corrupt the Gospel. Paul constantly fought against false teaching in the early church. He also trained Timothy on ways to spot false teachers and gave grave warnings about the danger of allowing them to persist in the Church.
So you see, questioning authority is something we are called to do, but it is out of obedience to God for the purity of the Gospel, never out of rebelling or pride. 
Discussion:

Have you ever been put in the position of choosing between following Earthly authority or being obedient to God?

What kind of false teaching have you heard of? How were you able to tell it was false?

What should you do when you believe an authority over you is outside of God’s will?

You Don’t Outgrow Authority
You may spend a lot of your time thinking about how great it will be once you’re old enough to shrug off authority. “Once I turn 16…” “Once I turn 18…” “Once I turn 21…” Well, I hate to be the bearer of bad news, but you will never outgrow authority. Yes, when you turn 16, you may get a car and have a bit more freedom. But, with a car comes responsibility for gas, insurance, car payments, and, God forbid, traffic tickets and wrecks. Yes, when you turn 18, you’ll be “an adult” and you’ll experience the joys of paying taxes. Eventually you’ll be old enough to live on your own. Then, you get to have a full-time job with a boss, and bills to pay and a house to keep clean.
From your parents, to your teachers, to the police, to your boss, to the government, and ultimately to God, you will always be under some form of authority. The sooner you learn to accept authority with respect and humility, the sooner you will find the joy God has designed for you. 
Discussion:

Can you explain how humility and respect for authority go hand in hand?
Do you have a problem with respecting a specific authority figure?

What can you do in the next few days to change that?
Why is it so important to obey authority figures? What would happen if no one respected any authority?
