Relate – Our Relationship with God
(Throughout this lesson the word “man” is used, but it could easily have been replaced with “mankind,” “humanity,” “us,” or even “me.” This is about our relationship with God. Even though we are speaking in very general terms, this applies to each and every one of us.)
Creator vs. Creation
From the very beginning of time, God designed man to have a relationship with Him. God created us for the purpose of loving and glorifying Him.
God is the  creator .

John 1:3

(NIV) Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.
(Msg) Everything was created through him; nothing - not one thing! - came into being without him.

Man is the  creation .
Genesis 1:26a

(NIV) Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…”
(Msg) God spoke: "Let us make human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature…”

Discussion:

What does that mean, “in our likeness”? How are we an image of God? 
We are like God in many ways, but the one we want to focus on is this:  God is a relational being. He created man to be a relational being too.

Genesis 2:18a

(NIV) The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone…”
There is a difference though. God desires relationship with us. He does not need us, but He wants to be with us. We need a relationship with Him in order to have a fulfilling life on Earth and eternal life in Heaven.
God  desires  a relationship with  man . 
Acts 17:24-27

(NIV) The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else. From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.

(Msg) The God who made the world and everything in it, this Master of sky and land, doesn't live in custom-made shrines or need the human race to run errands for him, as if he couldn't take care of himself. He makes the creatures; the creatures don't make him. Starting from scratch, he made the entire human race and made the earth hospitable, with plenty of time and space for living so we could seek after God, and not just grope around in the dark but actually find him. He doesn't play hide-and-seek with us. He's not remote; he's near.
Man  needs  a relationship with  God .
John 10:10
(NIV) The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
(Msg) A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.

God created the Universe. He knows the name of every star. He knows the number of hairs on the head of every human that has ever lived. And yet, with all that power, He does not force us to do anything. He allows us to decide if we will pursue a relationship with Him.

God gives man  a choice .
Deuteronomy 30:19

(NIV) This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live.

But we said earlier that man needs God. If that’s true, then how can man choose to turn his back on God? Simple: God allows man to choose death. God made man with a “God-shaped-hole” in his heart. But man has the option to try and fill that hole with anything other than God.

Discussion:
What are some things that man tries to replace God with? ( Pride, pleasure, success, wealth, etc.)

Does it work? Is there anything that can fulfill us?
Too often man chooses  sin  over  God .
Psalm 14:1, 5

(NIV) The fool says in his heart, "There is no God.” They are corrupt, their deeds are vile; there is no one who does good… There they are, overwhelmed with dread, for God is present in the company of the righteous.

(Msg) Bilious and bloated, they gas, "God is gone." Their words are poison gas, fouling the air; they poison Rivers and skies; thistles are their cash crop… Night is coming for them, and nightmares, for God takes the side of victims.

The choice seems pretty simple: Walk with God and go the Heaven or turn your back on God and go to Hell. So what does that walk look like? What does it really mean to have a relationship with God?
First and foremost, we have to deal with the issue of sin. Our sin separates us from God. Jesus provides a way to cover our sins.
Jesus  freed  us from  sin .

John 3:16

(NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

(Msg) This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.
God has made a way for us to come to Him. Now it’s up to us to turn ourselves around and walk not by our will but by His.

It’s up to us to  accept  that  freedom .
I John 1:8-9

(NIV) If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

(Msg) If we claim that we're free of sin, we're only fooling ourselves. A claim like that is errant nonsense. On the other hand, if we admit our sins - make a clean breast of them - he won't let us down; he'll be true to himself. He'll forgive our sins and purge us of all wrongdoing.

(It’s possible there will be some lost kids in your group. If that is clear, take this opportunity to share the gospel. If the lesson goes off track, that’s ok. Salvation is more important.)
Our Father, Our Groom

Throughout scripture, God uses two clear images to describe how our relationship is supposed to look: A father and his children, and a husband and his wife.
God is our  Father  and we are His  children .
Romans 8:16-17

(NIV) The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs – heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

(Msg) God's Spirit touches our spirits and confirms who we really are. We know who he is, and we know who we are: Father and children. And we know we are going to get what's coming to us - an unbelievable inheritance! We go through exactly what Christ goes through. If we go through the hard times with him, then we're certainly going to go through the good times with him!

Just as a father loves and cares for his children, willing to die for them; so God loves, cares for, and is willing to die for us. And just as children (should!) love, respect, and obey their fathers; so we should love, respect, and obey God.

Little kids often go out of their way to please their parents, making hand-made valentine cards for Mom or practicing some trick over and over to show Dad what they can do. Whether they know it or not, they are doing these things to bring joy to their parents. It’s the way God wired them.

We too should go out of our way to do what pleases God.
Discussion:

What does that look like in your life? What does God call you to do for Him?

Do you treat God the same way you treat your Dad? Is that a bad thing?!

Now for the second illustration. This one is a little harder to grasp, but it’s no less true.
God is our  groom  and we are His  bride .
Ephesians 5:24-25
(NIV) Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her…

(Msg) So just as the church submits to Christ as he exercises such leadership, wives should likewise submit to their husbands. Husbands, go all out in your love for your wives, exactly as Christ did for the church - a love marked by giving, not getting.

In a proper marriage, the husband is responsible for protecting and providing for the wife. He must meet all her needs, including the need to be loved and cherished [valued above all else]. That’s how God loves you. And, if you stay within His will, he will make sure you have all you need. (Just be sure you know the difference between “need” and “want!”)
The wife, on the other hand, is responsible for loving and honoring her husband. She must work to maintain the household, putting to good use what the husband provides. She is the steward of the blessings that the husband brings to her. In the same way, we honor God by using what He gives us (our talents, our time, and our material things) to further His kingdom.
Discussion:
Are you a good steward of God’s blessings?
What can you change today (specifically) to be a better “bride?”

How is your relationship with God?

How can you improve it?

