Relate – Our Relationships with Our Peers
In this lesson we will discuss our relationships with our peers. First, we need to define who our peers are. These are our friends, siblings, acquaintances, etc., who are at or near our own age. (As we discussed in the Three-Fold Chord, our accountability partners will come from this group.)

Realistic Expectations
We must first recognize and accept that we are all fallen, imperfect, sinful creatures.
We are all  fallen .
Romans 3:23
(NIV) For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
(Msg) We've compiled this long and sorry record as sinners (both us and them) and proved that we are utterly incapable of living the glorious lives God wills for us.

So, even the best Christian in the world is going to make some mistakes, have some faults, and have some past sins. Our goal in relationships is to be like Christ, but we must accept that we are not perfect. As such, we must also accept that others, with whom we have relationships, are not perfect. Still, your relationship with God can not grow so long as you have a damaged relationship with a peer.

It’s up to  you  to put things right.
Matthew 5:23-24
(NIV) Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.
(Msg) This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you enter your place of worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge a friend has against you, abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God.
There will be times that you feel someone has wronged you. You may hold a grudge and think it’s up to them to make things right. But remember how Christ treated us. 
 Humility  is the key.
Romans 5:8
(NIV) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(Msg) But God put his love on the line for us by offering his Son in sacrificial death while we were of no use whatever to him.
(Optional reading: Philippians 2:3-8)

Christ was willing to leave Heaven and die for your sins. Don’t you think you could swallow your pride and repair a broken relationship? Even if you don’t think you did anything wrong, go and ask forgiveness from them. Ask forgiveness for your grudge or your attitude. And you better mean it, or it won’t work. You may be surprised at the other person’s reaction.

Discussion:

Is there a broken relationship in your life that needs to be made right?

What can you do in the next few days to repair this broken relationship? 
Relationships with Christian Peers
As Christians we are more than brothers and sisters in Christ. We are soldiers fighting spiritual warfare shoulder to shoulder. As such, we must work to maintain unity (no division, no favoritism, no cliques). Any soldier who’s faced combat will tell you that his fellow soldiers are closer than family. They rely on each other completely. They know they hold each others’ lives in their hands. We should take on that same attitude and commitment to each other.

Maintain  unity  by embracing  humility .
Romans 15:5-7
(NIV) May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.
(Msg) May our dependably steady and warmly personal God develop maturity in you so that you get along with each other as well as Jesus gets along with us all. Then we'll be a choir—not our voices only, but our very lives singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to the God and Father of our Master Jesus! So reach out and welcome one another to God's glory. Jesus did it; now you do it!
In order to embrace each other this way, we must be able to have a certain level of intimacy. That means we must be willing to open up to each other, to be honest with each other about our struggles, and accepting of each other, even in our weaknesses. Just remember that if you expect other Christians to accept you in spite of your struggles, then you must also accept others in spite of theirs.

Now, it is easy to take this and make a very unbiblical leap. Many people get to this point and begin to misquote the Bible by spouting “Judge not!” If we stop judging, we allow sin to corrupt the Church. Remember the soldiers we mentioned earlier. The only way they can function successfully and win the battle is through strong discipline.
 Accountability  is vital to true  unity .
Matthew 7:1-2
(NIV) Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.

(Msg) Don't pick on people, jump on their failures, criticize their faults unless, of course, you want the same treatment. That critical spirit has a way of boomeranging.
If you stop reading this passage here, you could argue that Jesus is commanding us not to criticize anyone ever. But that takes the passage out of context. Let’s read on.
Matthew 7:3-5
(NIV) Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 
(Msg) It's easy to see a smudge on your neighbor's face and be oblivious to the ugly sneer on your own. Do you have the nerve to say, 'Let me wash your face for you,' when your own face is distorted by contempt? It's this whole traveling road-show mentality all over again, playing a holier-than-thou part instead of just living your part. Wipe that ugly sneer off your own face, and you might be fit to offer a washcloth to your neighbor.
This passage is not an abolition of accountability. It’s an abolition of hypocrisy. This goes right along with what we’ve said about humility and vulnerability. You must be honest about your own faults and do all you can to repent of them first. Other Christians should respect that and encourage you in your struggles. However, if a Christian is living in sin and is not working towards repentance, we are responsible for confronting them, with love and compassion. If we allow Christians to live in sin, we allow hypocrisy, which damage the entire Church.
I Corinthians 5:12-13
(NIV) What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."
(Msg) I'm not responsible for what the outsiders do, but don't we have some responsibility for those within our community of believers? God decides on the outsiders, but we need to decide when our brothers and sisters are out of line and, if necessary, clean house.

Jesus gave us specific instructions on how we should deal with Christians living in hypocrisy. 
Matthew 18:15-17
(NIV) If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you… But if he will not listen, take one or two others along… If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
(Msg) If a fellow believer hurts you, go and tell him—work it out between the two of you… If he won't listen, take one or two others along… If he still won't listen, tell the church. If he won't listen to the church, you'll have to start over from scratch, confront him with the need for repentance, and offer again God's forgiving love. 
Notice that the first step is to talk to the person directly and privately. Not talk about them behind their back, not to gossip, not to make them look bad or try to turn others against them. Treat them with love. 
Discussion:

Have you been guilty of gossiping against someone in the Church? How soon can you ask that person’s forgiveness?!

Is there anything you need to confess in order to rid yourself of hypocrisy?

What are cliques and why are they damaging to the Church?
Relationships with Unsaved Peers

You’ve heard it preached that you shouldn’t be “unequally yoked” with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). That’s very true for business and romantic relationships. But that doesn’t mean you should hide in your closet all day or run away whenever you see a lost person. God sent us to reach out to the lost.

The  Great Commission  is your highest purpose.
Matthew 28:19-20a
(NIV) Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.

(Msg) Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you.

Notice he didn’t say to go and stand on street corners with bull horns and tell everyone they’re going to Hell. Nor did he say to go and get drunk and stoned right along with all the sinners hoping that they’ll think you can be a Christian and still be cool.

So how do you relate to the lost? Look to your best example. How did Jesus do it?

Show  compassion .

Read John 8:1-11

John 8:10-11

 (NIV) Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"
"No one, sir," she said.
"Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
Jesus saved this sinners life by reminding the “religious folks” that they were not perfect. In contrast to their harsh judgment and condemnation, He showed tremendous compassion.

People get turned off when you judge them. They don’t want to hang out with people who make them feel bad about themselves. We need to love them first, showing compassion. That doesn’t mean we ignore their sin. Just don’t throw it in their face.

Notice that last phrase? Jesus didn’t say, “I saved your butt. Have fun sleeping around!” By showing her compassion, He gained her trust. Then He instructed her on living right.

Be a  friend  but not a  follower .

Read Matthew 9:9-12

Read Luke 19:1-10
Here are two stories in which Jesus had dinner in the homes of “sinners.” But notice, Jesus didn’t join Matthew or Zacchaeus in the tax collectors’ booth, getting rich by ripping people off. In both cases, Jesus called these men out of their sinful lifestyles to follow Him.

Yes, Jesus spent a lot of time with the “pimps and hos” of His time, but He was not sinning with them. Instead, He was real with them. He built relationships with them, met them on their ground, and then showed them that there was a better way. The Pharisees wouldn’t be caught dead talking to a prostitute or eating with a tax collector. So how would the prostitutes and tax collectors ever learn about God?!

Please understand that we are not telling you to go witness to drug dealers and hookers. (But we’re not saying you can’t!) Just remember, Jesus was completely above temptation. You are not.
If you have a weakness to a particular sin, you need to stay away from any temptations that might draw you back into it. Don’t use evangelism as an excuse to put your own relationship with God (and your Christian witness) at risk. It won’t work. When (not if) you fall into sin in full view of your lost friends, your hypocrisy will ruin any chance you had to witness to them.

Discussion:

Do you have any unsaved friends?

- If not, what can you do to build some new relationships that will lead to sharing the gospel?

- If so, are you condemning them, sinning with them, or witnessing to them?

Do you know how to share the gospel?

What does hypocrisy mean and why is it so damaging to evangelism?
How would you grade yourself on your relationships with your peers…

 - At school (classmates, teammates, kids you eat lunch with)?

 - At church (kids in your class, kids in the youth group)?

 - At home (siblings)?
Are you the kind of person you would like to be friends with?
What can you change in order to put others ahead of yourself?

What are some specific things you need to do to show God’s love to your peers?

