The Sermon on the Mount – (1) The Beatitudes
Where is the Sermon on the Mount? (Matt 5-7)

What is it? (The main teachings of Jesus)

What are the “Beatitudes”? (The “Blessings”)

Matt 5:2-16
Dennis recently taught: Beatitudes are an outline to salvation.

vs 3-5: Humble yourself and realize your need for salvation.

vs 6-9: Live the life.

vs 10-12: Expect persecution.

If you stopped at vs 12, you might want to avoid the world. BUT…
Matt 5:13-16
“YOU” – Starting in vs 13, Jesus gets personal.

Hidden light = Dark. Salt not salty = dirt. (We’ll come back to this.)

Danny Hankin’s Phantom Canyon ministry

· Being a light in the darkness. (Would they be reached in church or in a bar?)

· NOT being part of the darkness. (Not drunk!!)

Christ’s ministry

· Criticized for hanging with sinners.

· Did not SIN with the sinners.

· “You are forgiven. Go and sin no more.”

Salt is a purifier. “You are forgiven.”

Light reveals pits. “Go and sin no more.”

You are the salt and the light. YOU show people God’s forgiveness (salt). YOU show people God’s better way to live (light).

BUT if you JOIN THEM…
Hypocrisy ruins your witness. “What makes you any different?”

Lose your saltiness = DIRT

Cover your light = DARKNESS

If you can’t handle the temptation, run away.

Better to miss the mission than to ruin it.
