The Sermon on the Mount – (2) Jesus and The Law
What did we talk about last week? (The “Beatitudes”, salt and light)

What did you learn? (We must be in the world to witness, but not let it ruin our witness)
Recently asked where the Bible bans tattoos. Does it?  Lev. 19:28

But do we follow “The Law?”
Matt 5:17-20
Do we follow the O.T.? (“Law and Prophets”)
Does our “righteousness surpass that of the Pharisees?”

Lev 19:11-13  So far, so good

Lev 19:19  Uh oh

Lev 19:27-28  Busted!
You can’t keep PART of the law. You must keep ALL of it or else you fail.

God’s Law vs. the Pharisees’ Law – The Sabbath (39 “Do Nots” become hundreds)

· Do not plow – Poke your finger in the dirt, drag a chair across the ground

· Do not reap – No pulling apart of any plant

· Do not gather – No making piles, including stacking food or piling salt

· Do not thresh – No separating edible from inedible, including filtering water, and thus, no squeezing water out of clothes.

That’s only 4. There are 39 (right on Wikipedia)!

So how do we do it?

Two ways to destroy an acorn. – Smash it, or plant it and let it grow into a tree!!

The O.T. is still there! Its purpose is fulfilled in Christ.

Jesus criticized the Pharisees for not keeping the SPIRIT of the law. They were NOT righteous.

What is that? SPIRIT of the law??

Matt 5:21-22, 27-30, 38-39, 43-44
Not a list of Do’s and Don’ts. Motive! Mind! Heart!

These all come from the Law of Moses, BUT

Jesus takes it beyond action to thought.

39 rules (plus extras) for the Sabbath OR Set aside time to rest and worship God?

Thank God for grace. Devote yourself to the SPIRIT of the law.
