Christian Fundamentals I – God vs Man
Why fundamentals? You need to know what you believe and why. I Peter 3:15

Who is God?

Who does God say He is? Exod. 3:13-14
YHWH – Yahweh, Yehovah… “I AM.” He exists.

Eternal

Psm 90:2 – Older than creation

John 8:58 – Older than mankind
Rev 1:8, Rev 4:8 – Beginning and end, is and was and will be

(Aside: my timeline theory)

Perfect (Holy)
Isa 6:3 – Painfully holy

Rev 4:8 (again) – Holier than the holiest created things

Isa 55:8-9 – Infinitely above our understanding

Rev 5:12, 15:3-4 – Justified, even in judgment

Triune (3-in-1)
There is only one God: Isa 44:6, I Tim 1:17

But there must be more than one: Gen 1:26, Gen 3:22
The Father is God: I Cor 8:6, John 17:3
AND Jesus is God: John 1:1, John 20:28, John 8:58
AND the Holy Spirit is God: Luke 1:35, I Cor 2:11, II Cor 3:17-18
AND they are separate: Matt 28:19, John 15:26
Therefore, they are all three God, separate, but the same. (Trinity Symbol)

Who is Man?

This is “mankind”: men and women, boys and girls, humanity

Why did God create man?
Not out of need, loneliness, or incompleteness; God was just fine before us: John 1:1
For His own glory: Isa 43:7, Eph 1:12, I Cor 10:31
In God’s Image
We are created in God’s Image: Gen 1:26-27
Does that mean God has 10 fingers and a belly button? No!

Of all creation, only man is LIKE God: We have the capacity for morality, justice, love, and free will
We are a Trinity too!

Fallen/Sinful
When Adam sinned in the garden, he became a broken image of God
We inherit Adam’s sin nature: Rom 5:12
Thank God, he provided a fix: Salvation: Rom 5:17
With Jesus, we can bury our sin nature and replace it with the Holy Spirit: Rom 6:6-7, Rom 8:9
(Aside: Full glass analogy)
Next week: What is Salvation?
