Christian Fundamentals II – What Is Salvation
Review: God vs Man. God is eternal, perfect, 3-in-1. Man is created in God’s image to glorify Him.
Salvation Explained: The Roman Road
Salvation: The act of saving or state of being saved.

Man is cursed to die because of sin: Romans 3:23, 6:23
God took action to save man: Romans 5:8
Man must believe and receive God’s salvation: Romans 10:9, 10, 13
Is Faith in Jesus the Only Way?
What about being good? Ephesians 2:8-9, Galatians 2:16, 21
But what about the “works” in James? James 2:14
James is describing empty faith. Faith makes Works, Works does not make Faith: James 2:21, 22, 26
(Aside: YES, Abraham was saved. His FAITH saved him.)

(Aside: God is eternal. Christ died for sins past, present, and future. Timeline illustration.)

Eastern mysticism says one mountain, many paths: John 14:6 

Can We Have Assurance?
Salvation is everlasting: John 3:16, I John 5:13 (“know”)
Salvation can’t be undone: John 10:27-29, Romans 8:38-39
Justification and Sanctification? (optional)
Can you sin and still be saved?
Justification: We are immediately justified, forgiven, cleared of all charges (past, present, future).

Sanctification: We are made more and more holy over time. 
Filled with the Holy Spirit
Remember Trint’s Trinity theory? Here is the basis.
(Aside: OT characters are said to be filled with the Spirit, but their experience was temporary. Ours is permanent.)

The Bible clearly talks about Christians having periods of Spirit filling (esp. Acts). How?
The “power” of salvation (and sanctification): Acts 1:8

The set up to teaching how Christians should live, contrasting with “debauchery” with proper Christian behavior: Ephesians 5:18
Obedience is the first step to being filled-er. Water/Jar/Rock analogy.

Through Spiritual growth (Sanctification) our jar can get bigger.
Is Salvation Really Necessary? 
Doesn’t God love everyone? Yes, but God is also just.

· A judge ignores a guilty verdict

· A parent ignores a disobedient child

Don’t fall for Universalism!

· Did Jesus die for nothing?

· If he died for everyone, why does the Bible talk so much about salvation and hell?

Hell is real and it sucks!

Jesus’ parables: Matthew 24:51 (weeping), 25:30 (darkness), 46 (eternal)

Final judgment (notice works vs faith): Revelation 20:12-15 (lake of fire, second death)
Next week: What is the Bible?
