Christian Fundamentals III – What Is The Bible
Review: Salvation – Roman Road, only through Jesus, permanent, necessary (Hell is real).
History of the Bible
Over 1600 years and more than 40 authors. Yet consistent and without contradiction or error.
“Canon”: The writings included in the Bible and recognized as God’s Word.

Says who?
Started with the Ten Commandments: Exodus 31:18
Moses added more (stored beside the Ark): Deut 31:24-26
Joshua added more: Joshua 24:26*
Samuel was the first of many prophets to add: 1 Samuel 10:25*

O.T. completed around 435 B.C. (Malachi)
After this, other Jewish writings (histories and commentaries) were accepted as not “inspired”.

Talmud (Jewish book of tradition and commentary)

“After then latter prophets Haggai, Xechariah, and Malachi had died, the Holy Spirit departed from Israel.”
Josephus (Jewish historian born 37 AD):

“From Artaxerxes to our own times a complete history has been written, but has not been deemed worthy of equal credit with the earlier records, because of the failure of the exact succession of the prophets.”

They looked for the return of the prophet Elijah (Malachi 3:1, 4:5) who came in the form of John the Baptist (Mark 1:2,4).

Jesus refers to the Scribes who were responsible for making perfect copies of the O.T. scrolls.

The Apocrypha
Historical books between the O.T. and N.T. included in Catholic Bibles. Not accepted by Jews as canon.

Included in Latin Vulgate (404 AD), but the translator (Jerome) stated they were not canon, but “books of the church.”

170 AD, Bishops agreed on the current O.T. books (but argued about Esther). None include the Apocrypha

Still, not a bad idea to read these. Good history and wisdom there, even if not The Word.
The New Testament
Began with the Apostles.
- Saw resurrected Christ

- Directly called into ministry by Christ

- Seen as having the same authority as O.T. prophets.

- Includes Paul (I Corinthians 9:1, 2 Peter 3:15)

The Holy Spirit allowed them to recount the stories of Christ and teach further. (John 14:26, John 16:12-13).
Paul claims his writings are a “command of the Lord.” (I Corinthians 14:37)

Books by Non-Apostles:

Mark – Commonly held to be Peter’s account written by his disciple, Mark.

Luke, Acts – Luke was a disciple of Paul.

Jude – Commonly held to be the brother of James and half brother of Jesus.

Hebrews – Author remains mystery. 1st century church believed it was Paul (so it was included). By 2nd century Paul’s authorship was widely rejected, but the book stayed because of its “intrinsic truth.”
All other books, histories, letters, etc. (and there are several), have been rejected since the 2nd century.

- Only books preserved by the 1st century church (under direction of the Apostles).

- Must have apostolic authorship or direct influence. (Peter could have personally affirmed the book of Mark).

- Must also be “self attesting”; the book must “plainly speak the Word of God”. (Hebrews vs. Gospel of Thomas)

A letter from 367 AD is the earliest written list the complete canon.

Council of Carthage in 397 AD agreed on this same list.

What the Bible Says About Itself
Word of God
“The Word of the Lord” appears over 200 times. 
In Greek culture (Logos): Thought, logic, the power of the mind.
In Hebrew culture: God’s law, authority, and power. 
Thus John 1 links Hebrew (blasphemy John 1:1-4) and Greek (impossible John 1:14) thought to Christ.

Jesus represents God reaching out to man. That is what the Bible is.
Authority 
O.T. prophets always spoke under God’s direction: “The Word of the Lord came to…” 
O.T. “Thus says the Lord” would be equivalent to “Thus says the king” as an introduction to a law or edict. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 – Can this include the N.T.? Yes! The N.T. refers to itself!

- I Timothy 5:18* quotes Luke 10:7*.
- Remember 2 Peter 3:15 (above) when Peter referred to Paul’s letters.
Inerrancy

John 17:17 – Jesus (while praying) claims the Word is Truth. Not “true” (adjective). “Truth” (noun).
God is Holy, Perfect. Bible is God’s Word. Therefore, the Bible is Holy and Perfect.
Scripture can be misinterpreted. Misinterpretation does not equal a Biblical error.

When taken as a whole, with contextual and cultural interpretation (Hermeneutics) it is inerrant.
How To Use the Bible
Guidance
- Psalm 119:105 – Lamp to my feet (to avoid obstacles) and a light to my path (to stay on track).
- Matthew 4:4, I Peter 2:2 – Scripture is soul food! Eat it up! Feed regularly! 
- I Timothy 3:16-17 (above) – Teaching, correction, and equipping.
The Sword
The Holy Spirit is our conscience, but the Word confirms it.
The double edged sword separates truth from falsehood. (Hebrews 4:12)

Jesus used memorized scripture as a weapon.
Quoted it in debates with Jewish leaders. (Matthew 21:13, Mark 7:6)
Quoted it to defeat Satan’s temptations. (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10)
You must keep your sword sharp and be ready to use it!
Next week: What is the Church?
