Christian Fundamentals I – God vs Man
Why should we study these fundamentals?

I Peter 3:15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect
Who is God?

Exodus 3:13-14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

YHWH – “Exists”, “I AM”. Yahweh, Jehovah. IsaiYAH, YAHshua, JeremiYAH, HalleluYAH
Eternal

Older Than Creation

Psalm 90:2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

Older Than Mankind

John 8:58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
The Beginning and the End

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Revelation 4:8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” 
** Timeline theory **

Perfect (Holy)
Painfully Holy

Isaiah 6:3, 5 And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”

“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”

Holier Than Anything Else

Revelation 4:8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.” 
Infinitely Above Our Understanding

Isaiah 55:8-9 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
Justified in Judgement

Revelation 5:12 (Justified in Judgement. Who can open the seals?) In a loud voice they sang: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
Revelation 15:3-4 …And sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

Triune (3-in-1, Trinity)

There is only ONE GOD

Isaiah 44:6 “This is what the LORD says - Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.
I Timothy 1:17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
But God is plural

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”
Genesis 3:22 And the LORD God said, “The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.”
The Father is God
I Corinthians 8:6
yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.

John 17:3 Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.
Jesus is God
I Corinthians 8:6 …yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
John 20:28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
John 8:58 “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”
The Holy Spirit is God

Luke 1:35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
I Corinthians 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man’s spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
II Corinthians 3:17-18 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
They are separate

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
John 15:26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.
So they must be all God, together, but separate. The Trinity.
** Slide – Trinity God, Trinity Man **

Who is Man?

“Mankind”

Why did God create man?
Not out of need, loneliness, or incompleteness. God was fine without us.
For His own glory
Isaiah 43:7
"...Everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”

Ephesians 1:12
...In order that we, who were the first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.
I Corinthians 10:31

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.
In God’s Image
Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.

Does that mean God has 10 fingers and a belly button? No!

Of all creation, only man is like God: We have the capacity for morality, justice, love, and free will.
We are a Trinity too! Body, Mind, and Spirit.
**SLIDE**

Fallen/Sinful
When Adam sinned in the garden, he became a broken image of God.
We inherit Adam’s sin nature:
Romans 5:12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…
**SLIDE**
Thank God, he provided a fix: Salvation
Romans 5:17

For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.
With Jesus, we can bury our sin nature and replace it with the Holy Spirit.
**SLIDE**
Romans 6:6-7
For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.

Romans 8:9
You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ.

Next time: What is Salvation?
