Christian Fundamentals II – What Is Salvation
Salvation Explained: The Roman Road
· Man is cursed to die because of sin

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

· God took action to save man

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

· Man must believe and receive God’s salvation

Romans 10:9, 10, 13 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved … for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Is Faith in Jesus the Only Way?
· Some believe, “One mountain, many paths,” or “All roads lead to Heaven.”
John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”
Acts 4:12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved.”
· What about being good?
Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.

Galatians 2:16, 21 …A man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified … I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!

· What about “works” in James?
James 2:14 What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him?
James is describing empty faith. Faith yields Works, but works does NOT make faith.
James 2:21, 22, 26 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did … As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.

Can We Have Assurance?
· Salvation is everlasting.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

I John 5:13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

· Salvation can’t be undone.
John 10:27-29 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.
Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Justification and Sanctification
· Why do I still sin after I’m saved?

Justification: We are immediately justified, cleared of all charges (past, present, future).
Romans 4:8-9 Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.

Romans 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Sanctification: We are NOT immediately perfect (sinless). We are made holy over time.
I John 1:8-10 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.
Hebrews 10:14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.

Filled with the Holy Spirit
Remember Trint’s Trinity theory? We are created in God’s image: Mind, Body, and Spirit.
· Adam’s sin gave us a corrupted spirit (sin nature).
Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.

· But by Christ we can receive the Holy Spirit to cover our sin
Romans 5:18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.
Ephesians 5:18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit
· Sin Zombie!
Romans 7:15-20 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.
· The closer we get to God, the weaker our sin nature gets.

James 4:7-8 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded

Is Salvation Really Necessary? 
· Doesn’t God love everyone? Didn’t Jesus die for everyone? Yes, but God is also just.

Can a good judge ignore the guilty? Does a good parent ignore disobedience?

· Universalism

Galatians 2:21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!
· Hell is REAL. Jesus talks about Hell:
Matthew 24:51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 25:30 And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 25:46 Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.
(Notice here the works of the lost are judged, but the saved are saved through Christ)
Revelation 20:12-15 (lake of fire, second death)
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Next week: What is the Bible?
