Christian Fundamentals IV – What Is The Church
Review: Bible – The Word of God, Authoritative, Inerrant. The Word is your Sword.
“Church” - The Greek “ekklesia” means congregation or gathering. 
What the Bible Says About The Church
A Spiritual Congregation (Invisible, Holy, Universal, Big C)

Not of this world. – Luke 17:20-21, John 18:36
A kingdom that cannot be shaken. – Ephesians 12:28
The “universal” Church includes all true believers. – 1 Corinthians 12:13, 1 John 2:19
A Physical Congregation (Visible, Fallible, Local, Little c)
Christ (in Revelation 2 and 3) speaks to “the church at…” for the purpose of correction.

There are unbelievers among the “church”. We must guard against false teachers. – Acts 20:28-30
Chosen by God
Jesus builds the church – Mathew 16:18-19
Jesus died for the church – Ephesians 5:25
Bride/Body of Christ

Christ is “head” over the church “which is his body”. – Ephesians 1:22-23, Colossians 1:18

Christ purifies the church as His perfect bride. – Ephesians 5:26-27
Made up of different (but individually vital) parts – 1 Corinthians 12:12, 27 (Read the whole chapter!)
A Family, A House
We are sons and daughters of God, adopted heirs – 2 Corinthians 6:18, Romans 8:15-17
Treat church members with the same love and respect as family members – 1 Timothy 5:1-2
The church is “built” with Christ as cornerstone and a foundation* of “the prophets” (Old Testament) and the Apostles (New Testament). – Ephesians 2:19-21

* Interesting aside: The “New Jerusalem” literally has the Apostles’ names on the foundations. – Revelation 21:14
What The Church is NOT

A physical building or a special place. – John 4:21, 23
A set of rules or traditions. A denomination. Dogma. – 1 Timothy 6:3-5, 20-21, 2 Timothy 2:23
The Role of the Church 
To Do God’s Work on Earth. – Philippians 2:13, Titus 3:1
To Reach the Lost. – Mathew 5:13-16, Matthew 28:19-20
To Encourage the Body. – Philippians 2:1-2
To Teach God’s Word. – 2 Timothy 4:2
