Elijah vs. Baal Priests (Mt. Carmel)
The Set Up

1 Kings 16:29-31
Ahab

· MORE evil than any before, even Jeroboam (who divided Israel, rebelling against Solomon and setting up idols in N. Israel).

· Married Jezebel (a non-Jew and Baal worshiper).

Jezebel

· Brought hundreds of Baal priests with her from home when she married Ahab.

· Had God’s prophets (no priests in N. Israel) killed.

Ba’al

· Common god in Canaan and Mesopotamia

· God of life

· sun god

· “son of the dragon”

· “lord of the flies” (Baalzebub)
· “ba’al” means “owner” or “lord.”

· Represented by a bull; or a tall, proud man

· As god of the sun and the rain, he was blamed for drought or bad crops.

Ashtoreth

· Ba’al’s sister and girlfriend.

· Goddess of fertility

· Represented by a woman with big breasts and hips

· As fertility goddess, she brought the rain for Ba’al’s crops.
Ashtoreth Worship

· Temple prostitution (both male and female)

· Ashtoreth Pole was a phallic symbol

Ba’al Worship
· Cutting (both hair and skin)

· Used to get Ba’al’s attention and also to mourn the dead

· Deut 19:27-28

· Human and infant sacrifice to Molech

· Hollow bronze statue with bull’s head and outstretched arms

· Inside was stoked with a hot fire, so the statue glowed red

· Babies placed on the hands…

· Burned on the hands until they curled up enough to fall through

· Rolled down the arms into Molech’s mouth or belly

· Lifted on mechanical arms into Molech’s mouth

· Worshipers sang and danced and played loud music to drown out the screaming of the victims

· Annual ritual in winter to bring Ba’al back from the dead

· In order for the crops to grow

· Priests or kings had sex in the fields to inspire Ba’al and Ashtoreth to do the same

· This would bring rain and good crops

Back to Elijah
1 Kings 17:1
· God sent Elijah to deliver His curse on N. Israel for their idolatry.

· Probably inspired Jezebel to start killing prophets

· Drought lasted 3 years

1 Kings 18:17-19
· Ahab blamed Elijah for the drought.

· Elijah knew it was God’s punishment for Ba’al worship

1 Kings 18:22-24
· The challenge

1 Kings 18:26-29
· Ba’al doesn’t answer

· “deep in thought or busy” is a euphemism for sitting on the potty

1 Kings 18:32-35
· Prepping the alter
· Trench held about 3 gallons of water

· “four large jars” 3 times (12 jars). These were probably the big 10+ gallon jars
· Completely impossible to set fire now, right?

1 Kings 18:36-38
· Elijah’s prayer

· The offering totally consumed, even the rocks and dirt

1 Kings 18:39-40

· People convinced… for now
· All 900 false prophets slaughtered

1 Kings 18:45

· Drought ended, not by Ba’al, but by God
