The Anti-Christ – What Do We Really Know?
There are hundreds of years worth of theories, rumors, half-truths, and fairy tales about the anti-christ. Let’s put all that aside and talk about what we know for sure. The only things we know for sure come straight from the Bible.

Nebuchadnezzar’s Statue
In Daniel 2:32-34, Nebuchadnezzar has a dream of a statue. The interpretation of that dream gives us some hints about the end times.
· Head of Gold – Babylonian Empire

· Chest of Silver – Medo-Persian Empire

· Thighs of Bronze – Grecian Empire

· Legs of Iron – Roman Empire

· Feet of Iron and Clay – Post Roman Empire

· A great stone strikes the feet and destroys the statue

Each of these empires ruled nearly all of the known world at their time. Each was more powerful than the previous. Notice that the materials of the statue get less dazzling, but more powerful as they go down. That is, until you get to the mysterious feet. Iron mixed with clay is not strong at all. In fact, it’s pretty worthless. Daniel describes a kingdom with strengths and weaknesses made up of people that “will not remain unified.”
So what is this last kingdom? Some say it’s the fall of the Roman Empire that happened during Christ’s time. They reason that Jesus must have come during that kingdom. Problem is, the Romans were still very strong while Christ was on Earth. They even destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. decades after Jesus’ resurrection.

More likely, this is the anti-christ’s kingdom, something that will resemble Rome and have some of its strength, but will be made up of people from different nations.
Daniel’s Four Beasts
In Daniel 7, we are treated to another, similar vision from God that gives us even more hints about the anti-christ. This involves four very strange creatures.

· A lion with eagle’s wings (sphinx), that was given the heart of a man

· The sphinx was a common symbol in the Babylonian empire, a symbol of pride and nobility. Nebuchadnezzar became of follower of God by the end of his reign.
· A bear, raised up on one side with three ribs in its mouth

· Mede and Persia united (although Persia was greater) to form one powerful empire, strong enough to crush Babylon, Egypt and Greece, its three most powerful neighbors.

· A leopard with four wings and four heads

· Alexander the Great of Greece conquered the known world in four years (the leopard and the wings represent speed), but he died suddenly, and his kingdom was divided among his four sons (the heads represent four political or geographic divisions).

· A terrifying, powerful beast with iron teeth and ten horns

· This might be Rome, the most powerful kingdom the world has ever known. But it’s hard to make the ten horns fit Rome. (Horns always represent kings or leaders.)

· One thing is for sure: this kingdom brings us the anti-christ, as we see in the next verses.
· The little horn with eyes and a boastful mouth

· Eyes represent wisdom or intelligence. The boastful mouth speaks for itself.
As you continue to read Daniel 7, it is clear that this little horn is the anti-christ and Daniel tells us about his rise and fall. There is a juicy tid-bit here. Daniel’s vision tells us that when the anti-christ comes to power, he will defeat three “horns”, or kings, in the process and that he will persecute “the saints” for “a time, and times and half a time.”
John’s Unholy Trinity

In Revelation 13, John tells us about his vision of the “Unholy Trinity” of which the anti-christ is the key figure.

· The Dragon (Satan)

· The Beast from the Sea (Anti-Christ)

· The Beast from the Earth (False Prophet)

Satan’s number one goal is to be just like God. In the end, he’ll set up his own version of the Trinity, with himself as the “father,” a human king, the anti-christ as the “son,” and a human religious leader as the “spirit.” For the sake of this document, we’ll just focus on the second beast, which is later referred to as, simply, “The Beast.”

Keep in mind, the following is only one interpretation of this scripture. I don’t claim to be right, only to share how I (and many others) see it.

· Out of the sea

· Generally, “the sea” represents humanity and more specifically the gentile world. Most likely the anti-christ will be non-Jewish and the false prophet will be Jewish.

· Ten horns
· As before, these are kings or leaders. The anti-christ’s kingdom will be divided among ten leaders or governors.

· Seven heads with blasphemous names
· As before, heads are countries, nations or geographic areas. This could mean that the kingdom will encompass seven nations, or all seven continents. It could also mean (as we’ll see later) that this kingdom will be the seventh of its kind.
· Like a leopard
· Like Alexander’s Greece, the anti-christ will come to power with amazing speed.

· Feet like a bear

· Like Medo-Persia, the anti-christ will crush his enemies under foot.

· Mouth like a lion

· Like Babylon, the anti-christ will be proud. With this mouth he will praise himself and he will convince others to do the same.

· Authority given to him by the Dragon

· The anti-christ will not earn his position. Everything he has will be given to him.

· One head fatally wounded but healed

· This could be a reference to the long dead Roman Empire brought back to life. Or, it could be that the anti-christ himself is physically wounded and miraculously healed.

John’s Scarlet Beast
Later, in Revelation 17, we see the beast again. This time, it’s being ridden by a woman who represents the anti-christ’s kingdom and its sin. Again, the beast has seven heads and ten horns, but this time, we get a new clue. An angel explains the seven heads to John this way:

“This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for a little while.”

Whoa. Now that is confusing! Let’s see if we can have “a mind with wisdom” and figure this out.

· Seven hills on which the woman sits

· Remember, the woman represents sin, rebellion against God.

· Seven kings

· But we know that heads represent kingdoms, nations, countries, etc. So maybe these are seven kingdoms.

· Five have fallen, one is, and the other has not yet come.

· Keeping in mind the time in which John had this vision, we can piece together these kingdoms, the seven kingdoms that conquered the world.
· Five have fallen (in John’s time)

1. Egypt (enslaved Israel)

2. Assyria (conquered Northern Israel)

3. Babylon (conquered Assyria and Judah)

4. Medo-Persia (conquered Babylon)

5. Greece (conquered Medo-Persia) 
· One is (in John’s time)

6. Rome (conquered Greece, never conquered)

· One is yet to come

7. The anti-christ’s new Rome

Revelation 17 also confirms our earlier theory about the ten crowns being ten governors in the anti-christ’s kingdom.

“The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who, for one hour, will receive authority as kings along with the beast.”

The Number of the Beast

You can’t talk about the anti-christ without at least mentioning his mark. Revelation 13 tells us that the false prophet will force everyone to worship the beast and to receive his mark. To refuse to worship and receive the mark is a death sentence!
“He was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that it could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name. This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man’s number. His number is 666.”
In many ancient languages, including Hebrew, Greek and Latin, the letters of the alphabet were also used for numbers. (Think Roman numerals.) So, a name can also be a number. In our modern age, there many ways a name could be translated into a number. For example, computers store letters (and all other characters you see on your computer) as numbers using ASCII code. (Google it!)

As for applying the number to the hand or forehead, there are a number of ideas there too. It could be as simple as a tattoo, maybe like a bar code. It could be a subdural micro-chip or RFID tag. These are already widely available to help identify lost pets. Or, it could be some technology that hasn’t been invented yet!
Considering the scripture reference to buying and selling, it would likely be somehow tied to your bank account, like a debit card, but in this case, you really would never leave home without it!

No one really knows for sure. The Bible gives us hints and encourages us to try and figure it out. But don’t get stuck on one idea. It could be anything.

The most important thing to remember is this: You will not get the mark by accident. The only way you can get the mark is to worship the anti-christ or his image. That means, you would have to knowingly and willfully turn your back on God and worship Satan’s right hand man. Then and only then will anyone know for certain what this mark is.
