Church of Christ, Scientist
a.k.a Christian Science

History

Founded in 1879 by Mary Baker Eddy
Mary Morse Baker Eddy (1821-1910) founded Christian Science.  She was raised in a strict, deeply religious home.  She had been plagued with ill health through her childhood and into adult years.  Her first husband died months after they were married.  Pregnant and widowed, Baker was reduced to a highly emotional and unstable state.  Throughout her life she was dependant on morphine as medication.  She remarried in 1853 in an unsuccessful attempt to gain control of her son who had been placed in another home by her family in the belief that she was physically incapable of caring for him.  At the age of 41, she sought a cure from a metaphysical healer, Phineas P. Quimby (1802-1866).  Quimby had been a clockmaker, with relatively little education.  He had developed a method of natural healing which involved techniques of hypnotism.  He taught that healing power was in the human mind, that confidence of the healer and the patient's confidence that he would be healed was all it required.
Baker was a student of Quimby until his death in 1866.  Shortly afterwards, she fell on an icy sidewalk and severely injured herself.  She claimed that while reading one of Jesus' healings, she suddenly realized that healing comes not from internal bodily processes, but from the Divine Mind, God, and she was instantly cured.  This claim was refuted by her own physician.
Baker withdrew from society for three years in order to concentrate on a deep search through the Bible.  She then wrote her main book, “Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures”.  She claimed to have written the book with no help or outside sources, however, there are several passages that are taken verbatim from Quimby’s writings as well as several other authors.  Eddy pointed out that Quimby emphasized the supremacy of mind over matter, and was highly antagonistic towards Christianity.  On the other hand, she determined that it was the Divine Mind, God, who healed, not the human mind.  Some have asserted that she also copied some of the writings of a German-American philosopher, Francis Lieber.  Eddy insisted that, through a spiritual interpretation of the Bible, she had rediscovered its original truths as believed and practiced by the early Christian church.

When her book was published, the people of the United States were buffeted by the effects of the Civil War, by the teachings of Darwin, Freud and Marx, by rapid industrialization, and by many economic upheavals.  Mrs. Eddy's teachings were welcomed and adopted by many Americans, but bitterly opposed by many traditional Christian authorities.

In 1875, she published her book. In 1877 she married Asa Gilbert Eddy after her second husband left her.  She founded of the Church of Christ, Scientist in a suburb of Boston, in 1879.  Although she continued to manage church affairs until her death in 1910, she removed herself from public contact and lived in seclusion, in order to revise her book and guide the movement.

The church went through a period of rapid growth during the first half of the 20th century.  Membership leveled out by 1950 and has since gradually declined. "...the closing of hundreds of branch churches over the past two decades suggests that attrition is the biggest threat the Church faces."  Current membership data is unknown; the Church does not publish statistics, but estimates range from 150,000 to 400,000 people.

The Church has about 2300 branch congregations; about 1600 in the US; about 60 in Canada.  They operate Christian Science Reading Rooms where the public is invited to read the Bible and literature published by the Church.
Several recent child-neglect cases have embroiled the church.  Christian Science parents have been convicted when their children died from easily treatable maladies when the parents refused medical treatment in favor of prayer.

Core Beliefs

· Based on the teachings and works of Christ Jesus, "… to commemorate the word and works of our Master, which should reinstate primitive Christianity and its lost element of healing."

· Profess belief in the Bible, but that the healing powers of the “primitive Christianity” have been forgotten by modern Christianity.

· Profess to believe in God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, as well as the atonement of sin by Jesus, but not in the way Christians believe.  God is understood as the all-loving, omnipotent Father-Mother.  God “is not a person.  God is a principle.”  And Christ Jesus is viewed as “the Master” or “the Galilean Prophet” who showed God’s love through “healing the sick and overcoming sin and death.”

· Believe that evil, sin, sickness and death are mere “illusions of the Mortal mind”, and that we are saved through “the destruction of sin and the spiritual understanding that casts out evil as unreal. The belief in sin is punished so long as the belief lasts.”

· Believe that “the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection served to uplift faith to understand eternal Life, even the allness of Soul, Spirit, and the nothingness of matter.”
· Choose prayer as treatment for themselves and their children rather than medicine.  This is due to the belief that the body does not actually exist and that the regeneration of heart and mind brings about physical healing.

What’s Wrong with Christian Science?
· Christian Science says that the Bible must be interpreted through the higher and final revelation of Mary Baker Eddy.  (Read Deut. 4:2, 2 Tim. 3:16)

· Christian Scientists claim that healings achieved through their methods of prayer and faith prove that Christian Science is authentic.  (Read Ex. 7:11,12,22; Matt. 7:22,23)
· Christian Science teaches that “the sinner makes his own hell by doing evil, and the saint his own heaven by doing right.”  Man, as “God’s idea” is already saved if he can simply free his mind.  (Read Rom. 3:23, Rom. 6:23)
