Secular Humanism 
a.k.a. Modernism, Humanism
History
Between the 14th and 16th centuries, men like Galileo, Isaac Newton, and Leonard de Vinci introduced scientific thought to the world.  The Renaissance was a time of enlightenment when people turned their backs on their fears of witchcraft and pagan beliefs.  A great many also turned their backs on the Roman Catholic Church, seeing it’s teachings as equally arcane.  The Church’s persecution of many scientists fueled this view.  Man became “modern” and embraced scientific theory.  In the 17th and 18th centuries came to be known as the “Great Enlightenment” as all of Europe was exposed to modern scientific thought.  It was in this environment, when man first saw great intellectual and technological progress, that the idea of humanism was born.  Men began to take more and more faith in themselves and their own abilities to reason than to trust in God; to believe more in the power of humanity than the power of God.  As the 19th and 20th centuries showed exponential technological progress, humanism has grown into a religion of its own.
Karl Marx introduced the notion that humanity united could accomplish anything.  God was a crutch that modern man did not need.  Charles Darwin, following in his atheistic father’s footsteps, suggested an explanation for man’s creation without God, whom Darwin called “an unnecessary hypothesis”.  And Sigmund Freud taught how modern man’s mind contained great power that only needed to be studied and understood to unlock our true potential.  Obviously modern humanity had no need for God.

The term humanism was not established until 1933 when the American Humanist Association published the “Humanist Manifesto”.  In 1973 it was updated and republished as the “Humanist Manifesto II”.

Core Beliefs
· Humanists value knowledge based on reason and hard evidence rather than on faith.

· Humanists reject the concept of a personal God and regard humans as supreme.

· They stand firmly on the “preciousness and dignity of the individual person.”

· Humanists reject any divinely inspired moral code in favor of codes derived by reason from the human condition.

· They believe that the full responsibility of the future of the world, politically, socially, and ecologically, rests in human hands.

· Most humanists agree that most historical progress has arisen from the conflict between organized religion and secular society in which former beliefs have been replaced with secular knowledge.  In other words, man has progressed most when he has strived to disprove religion.

· Humanists view the ideas of heaven and hell, eternal reward or punishment, as harmful notions that only inspire fear and ignorance.

· They value individual freedom, and always fight against discrimination, censorship and intolerance.

· Since they do not accept the concept of an after-life, they view life as precious.  They are highly motivated to relieve misery around the world.

· They are the loudest voices against the death penalty, corporal punishment of children, and prayer in school.  They are also the loudest supporters of abortion, homosexuality, and assisted suicide (euthanasia).

A secular humanist would never refer to Humanism as a religion.  Religion is everything they stand against.  There are, however, other branches of humanism that are more accepting of a deity, but all humanists put humanity first.  Religious Humanism is a division of Humanism with embraces a religious belief system, but replaces any deity or supernatural force with the human mind.  Many people who embrace the New Age Movement are religious humanists, converting their various religious beliefs to a self-centric, human empowered belief system.
What’s Wrong with Humanism?
Humanism professes that there can be no moral absolutes, as morality is decided by the human experience, not by God.  They would argue that moral codes can be established, but only as an agreement among rational people, and thus those moral codes would have to be open to change as the human experience changes.  If a moral code can changes, then, quite frankly, it is not absolute.

It is very dangers to allow man to make his own rules.  If the human experience has taught us anything, it is that man is not “basically good” as the humanist would have you believe.  Man is basically selfish, and the Bible has taught this simple fact for ages.

The Bible leaves no room for doubt.  Man is fallen and only by God’s grace can man rise above his own sinful nature.  Those who reject God will face His judgment.
