Jehovah’s Witnesses
a.k.a. JWs, The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society, The WTS
History

Founded by Charles Taze Russell in 1870

The Watch Tower Society traces its origin to Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916).  After being a Presbyterian, Congregationalist, skeptic, and Adventist, he organized a Bible study group in Pennsylvania in 1870.  The group's intense examination of the Bible caused them to reject traditional Christian teachings on the nature of deity, and the immortality of the soul.  Zion's Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society was incorporated in 1884.  In 1896, it dropped Zion from its name.  Perhaps their best known phrase was “Millions now living will never die.”
Russell claimed to be fluent in Greek and able to read and reinterpret the original text of the Bible.  In 1912, he was found guilty of perjury when, in court, it was proven that he did not even know the Greek alphabet.
Coincidentally, this same embarrassment happened again in the 1950s when Frederick Franz, who would later be president of the Watchtower, while in court was unable to translate and single Bible verse (Gen. 2:4) from English back into its original Hebrew, despite claiming to be the Watchtowers “most knowledgeable” Hebrew scholar.

In 1931, the organization became known as Jehovah's Witnesses.  The main reason was that they felt led by the Holy Spirit to adopt a name that emphasized to the public their belief in Jehovah.  In 1942, the WTS greatly increased its publication efforts and by the mid-50s, they published a new translation of the Bible, the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.

Russell believed that Christ had secretly arrived on Earth in the year 1874.  He taught that Jehovah had established the WTS to prepare the way for His “appearance” and the establishment of His 1000 year earthly rein predicted in the Bible.  WTS often refers to itself as “Jehovah's visible organization.”
Jehovah’s Witnesses adopted strict anti-war beliefs prior to World War I.  Their refusal to salute the flag, to assist the war effort, to vote etc. caused them to be very.  Witnesses in North American and Europe were heavily persecuted during World War II, because of their non-involvement in the armed forces and war industries.  Their religion was banned in Canada in 1940 (one year following Canada's entry into the war).  Men who refused to enter the army were sent to work camps.  They remain banned in some countries and heavily persecuted in many others.

Prolific Prophecies

From the 1870s, when it was founded, to 1994, the Watchtower Society (WTS) made many predictions about the timing of the end of the world.  The end is to include the War of Armageddon, and the appearance of Jesus Christ and the establishment of his earthly kingdom.  God will conduct a mass genocide during this time which will involve the deaths of billions of people.  Jews, Muslims, most Christians, and followers of other religions will be exterminated.  The WTS believes that only active members in good standing of the Jehovah's Witnesses will survive.

Russell prophesied that Christ would return in the Battle of Armageddon in 1914.  He based this prophecy on his studies of the Bible (including Daniel chapter 4) and the Great Pyramid.  Russell's belief became a key teaching of the Jehovah's Witnesses (Watchtower Bible and Tract Society).   Since late in the 19th century, they had taught that the “battle of the Great Day of God Almighty” (Armageddon) would happen in 1914.

· “And, with the end of A.D. 1914, what God calls Babylon , and what men call Christendom, will have passed away, as is already shown from prophecy.” Studies In The Scriptures, Vol. III, (1897).

· “...we consider it an established truth that the final end of the kingdoms of this world, and the full establishment of the Kingdom of God, will be accomplished by the end of A.D. 1914” (1889).

· “In the coming 26 years, all present governments will be overthrown and dissolved.” Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. II, (1889).

Russell's movement expanded rapidly in the years leading up to 1914.  However, the year 1914 came and passed without the visible appearance of Christ, the massive genocide, and the new Kingdom of God.  Many followers found themselves in financial ruin, because they had sold their homes and given away worldly possession, expecting the end to come.

Immediately after Russell's prophecy had failed, he found “new light” and wrote that the period of transition could run a “good many years.”  The WTS regarded the start of the World War 1 as confirmation that the process leading to TEOTWAWKI (The End Of The World As We Know It), and to Christ's return, had started. They decided that 1914 was the year that Jesus invisibly began his rule from heaven.
The Watchtower magazine suggested that the destruction would happen “...shortly after 1914 with the utter destruction” of other Christian denominations and the inauguration of Christ's millennial reign.  They first predicted that this would happen in 1915.  Drawing a parallel with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Roman army in 70 AD, the authors of the 1915 Edition of The Time Is At Hand wrote:

“The Gentile Times prove that the present governments must all be overthrown about the close of A.D. 1915; and Parallelism above shows that this period corresponds exactly with the year A.D. 70, which witnessed the completion of the downfall of the Jewish polity.”
After Russell's death in 1916, the WTS rewrote large portions of his “Studies in the Scriptures” to reflect the new belief that the year 1914 was merely the beginning of the end of Gentile times.
The WTS later delayed the millennium to 1918.  A 1917 WTS publication, “The Finished Mystery” stated:

“...in the year 1918, when God destroys the churches wholesale and the church members by millions, it shall be that any that escape shall come to the works of Pastor Russell to learn the meaning of the downfall of Christianity.”
When 1918 came and went, the WTS again found “new light” and changed their prophecy once more.  They introduced the concept that Christ would establish his millennial kingdom on earth “before the generation who saw the events of 1914 passes away.”  With many humans achieving a life span of over 90 years, this could place the War of Armageddon at any time between 1914 and the early 21st century.

The next estimate of the TEOTWAWKI was set at sometime in 1925.

· “...there will be a resurrection of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and other faithful ones of old ... we may expect 1925 to witness the return of these faithful men of Israel from the condition of death, being resurrected and fully restored to perfect humanity and made the visible, legal representatives of the new order of things on earth.... Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, particularly those named by the Apostle in Hebrews 11, to the condition of human perfection.”
· “Fulfilled prophecy shows beyond a doubt that (Christ) did appear in 1874. Fulfilled prophecy is otherwise designated the physical facts; and these facts are indisputable... We understand that the jubilee type began to count in 1575 BC; and the 3,500 year period embracing the type must end in 1925... It follows, then, that the year 1925 will mark the beginning of the restoration of all things lost by Adam's disobedience.”
· In 1923, a Watchtower article predicted: “Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely settled by the scriptures.  As to Noah, the Christian now has much more upon which to base his faith than Noah had upon which to base his faith in a coming deluge.”
Perhaps concerned about the problems caused by the 1914 prediction, the Watchtower began to step back from its 1925 prophecy and made more guarded statements.

· In mid-1924, the Watchtower predicted: “The year 1925 is a date definitely and clearly marked in the Scriptures, even more clearly than that of 1914; but it would be presumptuous on the part of any faithful follower of the Lord to assume just what the Lord is going to do during that year.”
· At the beginning of 1925, a Watchtower article commented: “With great expectations Christians have looked forward to this year.  Many have confidently expected that all members of the body of Christ will be changed to heavenly glory during this year.  This may be accomplished.  It may not be... Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what may transpire this year.”
1925 also came and passed uneventfully.  The Watchtower continued to make prophecies concerning the end times.
· 1932: “Christendom to be overthrown.”
· 1941: The world is “...in the remaining months before Armageddon.”
Some Witnesses expected a dramatic event to occur in June of 1966 (6/66) because the number 666 was referred to as the Mark of the Beast in Revelation 13:18.  It was in this month that the WTS published “Life Everlasting in Freedom of the Sons of God.”  It contained a chronological chart which showed that 1975 was the “end of the sixth thousand year day of man's existence.”
They regarded the year 1975 a promising date for the end of the world, based on their original belief that it was the 6,000th anniversary of creation of both Adam and Eve at the Garden of Eden in 4026 BC. They believe that the world would exist for exactly 1,000 years for each day of the creation week. Their Watchtower or Awake magazines taught that:

· “according to reliable Bible chronology Adam was created in the year 4026 BC, likely in the autumn of the year, at the end of the sixth day of creation.”
· “According to reliable Bible chronology, Adam and Eve were created in 4026 BC.”
· “Are we to assume from this study that the battle of Armageddon will be all over by the autumn of 1975, and the long-looked-for thousand-year reign of Christ will begin by then?  Possibly, but we wait to see how closely the seventh thousand-year period of man’s existence coincides with the Sabbath like thousand-year reign of Christ... Our chronology, however, which is reasonably accurate (but admittedly not infallible), at the best only points to the autumn of 1975 as the end of 6,000 years of man’s existence on earth.”
This prophecy was reinforced in their publications, notably Watchtower and Awake, and at their assemblies.  The close proximity of the end times encouraged the membership to increase their proselytizing efforts.  Membership rose significantly in the years leading up to 1975.  Some members, once again, sold their possessions, cashed in their insurance policies, etc. in anticipation of the Millennium's arrival.  The Watchtower even encouraged members to drop out of college or quit their jobs so that they could devote their full time to preaching (going door to door).
Of course, this prophecy also failed.  Proselytism began to decline.  The next two years saw an unprecedented decrease in the total number of JWs.  As they did after the failure of the 1914 prediction, WTS began “explaining” their “miscalculation”.
They changed their mind about the computing of the prophecy.  They had originally believed that Eve was created in 4026 BC, the same year as Adam.  They revised their thinking by concluding that Eve was created at a later time.  The WTS decided that “no one knew exactly how long after Adam’s creation Eve came on the scene”.  Hence they were able to “stretch” the 1975 date to some indeterminate time in the future, just as they had done in 1914-1915.

Following the failed 1975 prophecy, the WTS leadership embarked upon a five-year period of denial and purge.  The general membership was blamed for misinterpreting the leaders' interpretation of 1975.  The leadership maintained that there never was an explicit prophecy.  Large scale disfellowshipping (excommunication) followed.  In 1978 alone, nearly 30,000 Witnesses were expelled.  Many in the writing committee were dismissed and disfellowshipped during 1980.

The WTS Governing Body wrote in 1981: “However, it may have seemed to some as though that path has not always gone straight forward. At times explanations given by Jehovah's visible organization have shown adjustments, seemingly to previous points of view. But this has not actually been the case. This might be compared to what is known in navigational circles as ‘tacking.’ By maneuvering the sails the sailors can cause a ship to go from right to left, back and forth, but all the time making progress toward their destination in spite of contrary winds.”
While all of the WTS past prophecies have been wrong, they still teach that Armageddon will happen in our near future.  However, since 1976, they have not predicted a fixed year.  Their previous teaching that the generation that saw the events of 1914 would experience TEOTWAWKI has also been updated.  People who were born in 1914 or earlier are now about 90 years old or older.  They are rapidly dying out.  In 1996, the WTS changed their criteria for TEOTWAWKI.  They now say that the generation that saw the events of 1914 is actually any generation that understands what happened at that time.  This allows an indefinite delay in the arrival of Christ’s Millennium.

Core Beliefs

· The Watchtower is believed to be Jehovah’s visible organization.  That is to say, that God established and continues to manage the Watchtower organization.  Thus all publications, rulings, and doctrines produced by the Watchtower are considered as infallible as Jehovah Himself.  Since the WTS is given such high and unquestionable authority, members simply look the other way when the Watchtower contradicts itself or changes previous doctrine.
· Jehovah’s Witnesses profess belief in the infallibility of the Bible.  However, the Jehovah’s Witness’ Bible is not the same as the Protestant Bible.  Up until the 1950’s, JWs used the American Standard Version of the Bible, but were faced with the embarrassing fact that the ASV contradicted the WTS on many points, including the deity of Jesus (John 1:1).  The New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures is published by the WTS and is “updated” every few years.  Each revision changes more and more scriptures which contradict the teachings of the Watchtower.  Any other scriptural reference is considered “Apostate Literature” and thus satanically inspired.

·  The doctrines of the Watchtower are extremely legalistic.  There are many rules and regulations by which JWs must abide.  If a JW is caught breaking a rule, they will be tried by a WTS Judicial Committee and could face “disfellowshiping”.  I disfellowshiped member is completely cast out.  Members are forbidden to speak to or do any business with a disfellowshiped person, even if that person is a close family member.
· Celebration of civic or religious holidays, or even birthdays is strictly forbidden.  Even sending a birthday card can lead to disfellowshiping.

· Accepting blood transfusions is also forbidden.  This is considered a most heinous sin, even worse than adultery and murder.  Parents would rather allow their child to die than receive blood.

· According to Charles Taze Russell, true Christianity died out soon after the death of the apostles.  It was not restored until he set up the Watchtower organization in 1870.  All other forms of Christianity are actually satanic cults and will be obliterated at the battle of Armageddon.

· JWs believe that Christ was crucified on a vertical post, with no cross member.  They believe that the traditional cross is a pagan/satanic symbol.  New converts must destroy any crosses they posses, not just throw them away.  In the NWT version of the Bible, the word “cross” is replaced with “torture stake”

· The WTS teaches that only Jehovah is God.  Jesus was the first and greatest angel Jehovah created.  Because he was Jehovah’s first and greatest creation, he is “…like a first born son to Him.”  The current NWT Bible has many revisions which remove references to Jesus as God’s Son.

· The Holy Spirit is not a person in NWT Bible.  Instead it is the impersonal “active force” of Jehovah God.  The NWT Bible, again, has been heavily revised to allow for this.

· JWs do not believe in an eternal hell.  Instead, those condemned by God to face the lake of fire referred to in the Bible are immediately and completely destroyed; they cease to exist.

· While JWs do profess a belief in heaven, they have no hope of going there.  The WTS teaches that only 144,000 souls will enter heaven.  That number was “filled” by 1935.  Today’s JWs hope instead to be part of Jehovah’s eternal rein on earth, which they believe will be an Eden-like paradise.  “Millions now living will never die.”
· Although JWs will say they believe in salvation through faith in Christ, the fact is that they believe only strict obedience to the WTS will guarantee their place in paradise.  WatchTowerInformationService.org states: “Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the only chance for [personal] salvation is to actively preach the end of this world and the Kingdom of God.  If they are not busy with their ‘sacred service’ when the ‘day of Jehovah’ will arrive with ‘shocking suddenness’ they believe that they will die with the wicked ones.”
What’s Wrong with Jehovah’s Witnesses?
· Jehovah’s Witnesses are the most effective and diligent missionaries known.  They spend up to seven days a week studying at the Kingdom Hall and going door to door showing people their faith.  The one fatal flaw is that their faith is wrong.  What would happen if you and I took sharing our faith, the Truth of the Gospel, as seriously as the JWs?
· JWs follow their leadership with ultimate obedience.  Unfortunately, that leads them to accept the word of the Watchtower without actually studying its truth.  They are well coached in defending their faith, but are instructed by the Watchtower magazine not to attempt to read and interpret the Bible for themselves.  If they would only take a few hours to read their own history, and their own Bibles, they would find that the Watchtower’s numerous “new light” revelations and revisions are, in fact, lies made to cover up their fallible, human wisdom.  Test your own faith.  Study your Bible.  Know what you believe and be able to prove that it is true. (Acts 5:29, Acts 17:11. I John 2:26-27)
· At most Christian book stores, there is a whole shelf of books dedicated to pointing out the holes in the Watchtower.  This document can not scratch the surface of the truths in all those books.  But, here are a few verses to start off with.

· JWs teach that when ever someone dies, they cease to exist and their “body” is destroyed.  Thus, when Jesus died, he also ceased to exist.  Only through the power of Jehovah did Jesus’ “spirit” or active force appear to the disciples.  However, in Luke 24:36-43, the disciples see Jesus and are afraid that he is a ghost or spirit.  Jesus replies, “…a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.”  JWs coached answer is that Jesus took a human form, just like many other Angels in the Bible.  What they can not answer is, if that is true, why?  Why would Jesus take on a body and deceive the disciples about the nature of death?
· JWs claim that the Holy Spirit is nothing more that Jehovah’s “active force”.  Many Bible verses explain personal traits of the Holy Spirit which could not belong to an impersonal force.  (Acts 13:2, Rom. 8:26-27, I Cor. 12:11, Heb. 3:7-11, Rev. 2:7)

· JWs believe that Christ can silently and invisibly back to the earth in 1914, but the Bible makes it clear that Christ’s return will be no secret.  (Mat. 24:30-31, Rev. 1:7-8)
