Scientology 
a.k.a. Dianetics
History

Founded in 1953 by L. Ronald Hubbard
Lafayette Ronald Hubbard was born in Tilden, Nebraska in 1911.  During the 1930's, he became a famous author.  Although he was known mostly for his science fiction, he also worked in other genres including mystery, western and adventure.  His lifetime output of published fiction was over 200 novels, novelettes and short stories.

Hubbard’s first published work on Dianetics, entitled "Terra Incognita: The Mind", appeared in the 1949 of the Explorers Club Journal.  (Dianetics is from the Greek “dianous” which means “through the soul”.)  At the same time he offered his theories on the mind to both the American Medical Association and the American Psychiatric Association.  Both organizations rejected them.  In May of 1950, "Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health" was published.  In the fall of 1951, Hubbard formed the religious philosophy of Scientology which is based on his theory that man is most fundamentally a spiritual being in the universe.  He theorized that the universe is made up of the material universe and the “X-factor”, a spiritual force that can organize and mobilize the material universe; and that the human mind is the X-factor.  In 1953, he incorporated the Church of Scientology and the Church of American Science.
The basis of Hubbard’s teachings is that the human mind is made up of two parts: the analytical mind, which senses, remembers, and reasons; and the reactive mind, which records physical and psychological trauma.  This is strikingly similar to Freud’s theory of the conscious and subconscious.  Hubbard believed that all psychological problems can be traced to “engrams”, the “psychic scares” on the reactive mind, and to cure these psychological problems, one must find and remove these engrams.  This can be done by use of an E-Meter, a device that measures electrical resistance in the body.

The US Food and Drug Administration raided Scientology offices in 1963 and seized hundreds of the Church's E-meters as illegal medical devices.  The devices are now required to carry a disclaimer saying that they are a purely religious artifact.

The Scientology movement, and Hubbard himself, virtually deified the founder with stories of his amazing and heroic life.  Most, if not all, of these stories have been proven false.  Gerald Armstrong was a close aid to Hubbard and had been approved by Hubbard to do research for his biography, which was to be published after his death in 1986.  Armstrong began to collect and compile an enormous amount of documents which included letters, diaries, medical records and official documents relating to Hubbard's earlier years.  When Armstrong began to discover that reality had little resemblance to Hubbard's own autobiography, he left the church.  Feeling threatened, he copied and/or kept the documents for his own protection.

Scientology sued Armstrong, charging him with stealing their private papers.  Scientology lost the case and judge commented that, “the evidence portrays a man who has been virtually a pathological liar when it comes to his history, background, and achievements."  Armstrong demonstrated, through the documents, that contrary to Hubbard's claims, he was not educated in higher mathematics or physics, did not obtain a bachelor of science degree, was not a civil engineer, nor a nuclear physicist, lied about the time he did spent traveling in Asia as a child, did not study with Lama priests, was never in India, was not crippled and blinded during World War II, was not twice pronounced dead, did not cure himself with his discoveries, was not awarded 21 medals, did not see combat, and that Hubbard had lied about many other things to embellish his image.

The Church of Scientology has been involved in seemingly endless law suits against former members and other individuals who publish information about its copyrighted “secret rituals”.  Here is just a few of the charges leveled by the church in recent years:
· The Religious Technology Center (RTC) was one of the copyright owners of writings by Church of Scientology founder L. Ron Hubbard.  Dennis Erlich was a church minister, but left the organization and became a critic of the religion.  He posted part of the church's works on the Usenet news group alt.religion.scientology.  This was an illegal act, because he had not first obtained permission from the copyright holder.

· Steven Fishman, a former Scientologist and convicted felon was being sued by the Church over comments that he had made to a reporter for Time Magazine.  Fishman made public about 65 pages of the Church's Operating Thetan (OT) documents.  Although most of his writings are public, the OT documents are very carefully protected by the church.  A 1993 court ruling recognized that their scriptures are trade secrets.  Access is only permitted to members who are judged to be spiritually and ethically fit to handle the material.  Fees totaling tens of thousands of dollars are paid by members to read and study all 8 levels of the documents.
· In 1995, a church lawyer approached Usenet administrators, unsuccessfully attempting to have the "alt.religion.scientology" newsgroup removed. She argued that the name of the group included their trademarked name "Scientology".

· A series of lawsuits against individuals and service providers came to the attention of the Washington Post.  They published a story on the dispute, and quoted a total of 46 words from the secret writings by Hubbard.  The church sued the Post and two of its reporters for copyright infringement.

· There has been friction between the church and a number of European governments as well.  A Scientology center was closed in France because of tax problems. At the request of the widow of a follower of Scientology, a 5 year investigation was conducted by a French court into the organization's beliefs, practices, global structure and finances.  24 senior members of the French branch of the church have gone on trial with charges ranging from manslaughter to embezzlement, fraud and complicity.  The former head of the Lyons Mission of the Church of Scientology was convicted of manslaughter and fraud.  He was sentenced to 18 months in jail.  According to the prosecution, he and Patrice Vic unsuccessfully tried to persuade Vic's wife to lend him money to take a Scientology course.

· In Italy, 29 members of the church were sentenced to between 9 and 20 months in prison for criminal association (that is to say, organized crime).

· Time magazine published an expose on the Church of Scientology in 1991 which states “The Church of Scientology, started by science-fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard to 'clear' people of unhappiness, portrays itself as a religion.  In reality, the church is a hugely profitable global racket that survives by intimidating members and cities in Mafia-like manner.”

Scientologist often spend tens of thousands of dollars to the church for access to secret documents and counseling sessions (called audits) which supposedly teach the theories, principles and rituals necessary to become a better, “clearer” person.  These rituals are discussed below.

Scientology states that its membership is 8 million. It currently has more than 3,000 churches, missions and groups in over 120 countries. Scientology continues its rapid growth worldwide.
Core Beliefs

· Scientologists follow Mr. Hubbard's belief that a person is neither mind nor body, but a spiritual being - a soul.  However, the word "soul" has been over used by many religions.  In order to avoid confusion, Mr. Hubbard selected the word "thetan" from the Greek letter "theta" which has traditionally meant "thought" or "life".  A Thetan is the essence of a person.  One does not have a Thetan, one is a Thetan.  The brain, and the rest of the body, is looked upon as a mechanism, a communication center for the Thetan.  The mind is perceived as a collection of pictures.

· Scientology recognizes "Eight Dynamics."  A "dynamic" is an urge, drive or impulse to survive. Understanding these dynamics help a person gain insight and harmonize all their life activities. The first four dynamics were initially described by Mr. Hubbard in Dianetics; the remaining four were added with the creation of Scientology.  They are:

· The urge to survive as oneself.

· The urge to survive through family and sex.

· The urge to survive in various groups such as a company or with a group of friends.

· The urge survive as mankind.

· The urge to survive through other life forms such as animals…

· …the physical universe…

· …the spiritual universe…

· …and Infinity or God.

· Engrams (discussed above) are considered "the single source of all man's insanities, psychosomatic illnesses and neuroses."  They will degrade a person's life and keep an individual from reaching their full potential.  By removing the engrams, one can progress from being "preclear" to "clear;" i.e. totally free of engrams.  A person can progress beyond "clear" to becoming an "OT" or "Operating Thetan."  An OT is able to leave their body and mind. They can see, hear and feel without access to their normal senses.

· Great religious leaders like Buddha and Jesus Christ are regarded as being slightly above "clear", but not necessarily “OT”.
· Scientologists reject the concept of eternal life in hell and heaven.  They believe in reincarnation in which a person passes through a number of lifetimes. "....personal salvation in one lifetime [is] freedom from the cycle of birth and death".  This is nearly identical to classic Buddhism.
· Their goal is to help sufficient numbers of people to become "clear" so that a significant impact can be felt in areas of crime, mental illness, warfare, drug addiction, physical illnesses etc.
Practices and Rituals

· Followers regularly attend a Scientology "auditing", a unique form of personal counseling.  It is a precise, thoroughly codified activity with exact procedures, most of which are strictly guarded secrets.  A Scientology counselor is known as an "auditor".  Auditing is assisted by use of an E-Meter or Electro-psychometer which they believe helps locate areas of spiritual distress.  It does this by continuously measuring the electrical resistance of the person's body.
· An equal part of the practice of Scientology is training in Scientology principles which include the technology of the auditing process.  Access to the literature and teachings of these principles can cost tens of thousands of dollars.
What’s Wrong with Scientology?
Scientology is completely divergent from Christianity and the teachings of the Bible.  Instead it borrows heavily from Buddhism, Hinduism, and Humanism.  Scientology has no concept of God, sin, redemption, heaven or hell.
