Wicca
(a.k.a. Neo-Paganism, Witchcraft, The Craft, Magick)
History

Depends on Who You Ask
 Modern neo-paganism draws its beliefs from many sources, and Wiccans vary widely on exactly what they believe.  Thus it is hard to trace the history of the religion.  When confronted by a Christian, Wiccans will invariably claim that their religion predates Christianity.  Most Wiccans contend that their religion is a modern reconstruction of ancient Sun, Moon, and Earth based religions.  This is the most likely scenario.  However, authorities on witchcraft have written many books detailing their beliefs and ceremonies.  These books attribute their authority to ancient covens of witches supposedly predating Christianity, even to prehistoric times.  Other than the Druids of Northern Europe, there is no historic evidence of witchcraft before the Middle Ages.  And the Druidic religions; most notably of the Celts in Northern England, Scotland and Ireland; are not a direct ancestor, but rather an inspiration or source drawn on by modern Wicca.
Charles Leland (1824-1903), Margaret Murray (1863-1963), and Gerald Gardner (1884-1964) are the most prolific authors on the subject.  (Their books were published in the late 19th, and early 20th centuries.)  All of them ascribe their knowledge of Wicca to ancient, continuously active groups of witches who have practiced in secret for millennia.  Archeologists and anthropologists disagree, citing the fact that no scientific evidence can be found of ancient witchcraft.
Instead, history is filled with Sun, Moon, and Earth based religions that differ widely from Wicca.  An interesting parallel is the religion of the ancient Canaanites, in which the goddess Ashtoreth, representing the Earth, and Baal, the god of rain and fertility appearing as a bull, were worshiped with rampant sexual rituals.  In Baal worship, followers would perform sex based rituals on key astrological dates, such as the Summer and Winter solstices, to promote the fertility of the ground and prosperity of the nation.  In Wicca, the “Great Mother” goddess is the earth, and her “horned consort”, the god of the hunt, get together, so to speak, to provide fertility to all the earth.
Core Beliefs

As stated before, Wiccans draw their beliefs from a wide and varying array of sources, so it is hard to nail down what any particular practitioner believes.  The single underlying current in Wicca and neo-paganism is that truth must be discovered by each individual.  What is “true” can only be found by following your conscience.  Therefore, truth in the Wiccan faith is different for everyone.  What you believe to be true is true.  The only restriction is that your truth must not harm others.  This is the “Wiccan Rede,” which states, “Do what thou will, but harm none.”
In this way, tolerance is a key principle common to all neo-pagans.  This makes sense, of course, since witches have been so bitterly persecuted in every culture since the Middle Ages.  If your predecessors were often burned at the stake, it would make sense for you to preach tolerance.

Other beliefs shared by most Wiccans include:

· Anti-authoritarian.  They do not believe in a central truth, so there can be no central authority.  This explains the diversity among Wiccans.  The only thing they do not tolerate is dogma.  Wiccans oppose Christianity because it of it’s exclusivistic claims.

· Animism.  They believe that the entire Earth is alive and all of its parts are alive with it.  Rocks, trees, grass, animals, and humans are all part of the living Earth.
· Divination.  Wiccans believe that through the study and practice of magic, sorcery, psychic abilities and meditation, one can come to a better understanding of and relationship with the Great Goddess and the living Earth.  They also believe that these practices can affect change in the world, good or bad.  When in a meditative trance, a Wiccan is possessed by the Great Goddess and can commune with her.

· Some Wiccans believe in polytheism (many gods), pantheism (the whole universe is god), and/or monism (we are all part of god).

· Witches celebrate eight holidays, called sabbats, based on solar cycles.  They also meet on full and new moons to perform other rituals, such as the induction and training of new members.  These are called esbats.
· A key belief in some neo-pagan circles is that sex is a gift of the Great Goddess and should be practiced without shame.  Fertility is the symbol of the Earth and practicing sexual rituals celebrate this symbolism.
· Wiccans deny the deity of Christ, but often claim to “believe in Christ”.  What they believe is that Jesus was a “great white witch” with great powers of healing.

· Regarding the Bible: "If you take the Christian Bible and put it out in the wind and the rain, soon the paper on which the words are printed will disintegrate and the words will be gone. Our bible IS the wind and the rain."
· Wiccans do not believe in Heaven or Hell.  They believe in direct reincarnation.  This is not the same as the Eastern notion of reincarnation where one could come back as any type of life form, based on their performance.  To a Wiccan, you always come back as a person, regardless of your past life.
What’s Wrong with Wicca?
· Wicca teaches that truth is relative and must be discovered by each individual.  “In Witchcraft each of us must reveal our own truth.”  (John 14:6, 2 Tim. 3:16, Heb. 4:12)

· God, goddess, or deity for most neo-pagans is found in the divinity of all living things.  They worship creation rather than the creator. (Deut. 4:39, Rom. 1:25)

· Witches believe that mankind has a divine nature.  “Thou art Goddess, thou art God.”  (Rom. 5:12, Mark 7:20-23)
· Neo-pagans believe in reincarnation.  (Heb. 9:27-28)

· Wicca teaches that sex is a gift to be celebrated (in any form) without guilt.  (1 Cor. 6:18-20, 1 Thes. 4:3-5)
· Witchcraft is the use of spirits and powers to influence the world.  (Exod. 22:18, Deut. 18:10-12)
· For a Wiccan, there is no Heaven or Hell, thus no need for salvation.  “We can open new eyes and see that there is nothing to be saved from, no struggle of life against the universe, no God outside the world to be feared and obeyed.”  (Rom. 6:23, Rev. 20:15)
