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Lesson I - Why Study the End Times?

Why is it important to know God’s plan for the future? The Bible tells us the “end times” could happen at any moment. Here’s what the Bible says about it:
· II Timothy 3:1-5, 12 – The decline of society.
· Matthew 24:5-8 – False prophets and dire news will come. Don’t be surprised.

· Matthew 24:9-14 – Christians will be persecuted. Be ready.

· Matthew 24:15-21 – When the tribulation comes, don’t hesitate. It will be very bad and very sudden. Be ready.
· Matthew 24:32-34 – Know the signs. Be ready.

· Matthew 24:36-41 – The rapture will come without warning. Be ready.
· Matthew 24:42-44 – Judgment will be swift. Be ready.

OK! OK! We get it. Be ready. But how do we get ready?

· Matthew 24:45-51 – Be a good servant. Live in God’s will now because you won’t have time to repent later.

· II Timothy 3:14-15 – Study and follow God’s word.

· II Timothy 4:1-5 – Spread the Gospel while you can because a time is coming when you will not be able to.

Two things you MUST be certain of:

1. Are you saved?

2. Are you ready to face judgment?
Lesson II – Introduction to Revelation

Review

1. Why study the end times? (To be ready.)

2. What are the two most important things in regard to being ready?

Revelation consists of three parts:

1. The Church Age
a.k.a. You Are Here – Chapters 1-3

2. From the Rapture to the Second Coming
a.k.a. Things Get Ugly – Chapters 4-19

3. The Millennium and Beyond
a.k.a. We Win! – Chapters 20-22

When reading Revelation there are several ways you need to consider each passage.

1. It is a message to you, personally.

2. It is a message to the church, the Body of Christ.

3. It is a message to a specific group and/or time in history.

4. It is prophecy, a story about things to come.

Rev. 1:1-3

“Revelation” is from the Greek “apokalupsis” were we get apocalypse. It literally means “uncovering” or “revealing”. In this book, God reveals to us his plan for the end of time.

From God to Jesus to various angels to John to us. God went to a lot of trouble to reveal this message. It’s important.

Take God’s blessing here seriously. Learn from Revelation so you can be blessed.

Rev 1:4

“The seven spirits” refers to the seven-fold nature of God in Is. 11:2.

Rev 1:5 – The Three Missions of Jesus

· The 1st coming – “The faithful witness”, Jesus completed his mission at the cross fulfilling the Old Testament and teaching about God’s plan of salvation.

· Salvation from Sin – “The first born of the dead”, Jesus was the first to be raised from the dead into his new, heavenly body. He defeated death and sin for us.

· The 2nd coming – “Ruler of the kings of the Earth”, Jesus will return to establish an Earthly kingdom.

Lesson III – The Nature of Jesus

Review

1. What are the three parts of Revelation?

2. What are the four ways to interpret Revelation?
Rev 1:7-8

When Jesus returns it will be no secret. Everyone will know that something supernatural has happened.

Rev 1:10-12

The seven churches and seven lamp stands represent the church age. More on this later.

Rev 1:13-16 – Jesus Revealed

Now we see the nature of Jesus revealed in symbolism.

· Jesus stands among the churches. He is with us.
· White hair – Divine wisdom.

· Gold sash – The high priest (as in the robes of the Jewish high priest) who intercedes for us and atones for our sin.

· Fiery eyes – Divine judgment. He sees all and evil can not hide from his justice.

· Bronze feet – He crushes his enemies.

·  Voice like the sea – He has the power to speak the world into existence. He words carry ultimate authority.

· Seven stars – Again, the church. The church is in Jesus’ right hand. We are of utmost importance to him. He has authority over the church and he protects it.
· Double-edged sword from his mouth – Jesus’ message, the Word of God, is all powerful. It cuts both ways, cutting through falsehood and penetrating hearts.

· Shining face – Godhood. The presence or power of God.

Rev 1:17-20

Jesus stakes his claim. He has defeated death and Hell. Now He has a message for the church.

Hades (Greek) and Sheol (Hebrew) are both translated “hell”. It means “unseen”. It is where doomed souls will suffer but it is not the lake of fire. That comes later. Hell is a place of darkness and separation from God. Pure hopelessness.

Lesson IV – The Church Letters Part 1
Review

1. What do the seven lamp stands represent?

2. Seven Point Bonus: What are the symbols of Jesus’ nature and what do they mean?
The Letter to Ephesus

John spent a lot of time in Ephesus. He knew them personally.

Rev 2:2-3

(In vs. 2, “I know your deeds.” Remember the fiery eyes.)

Ephesus was a rich town and a center for Greek (pagan) religion. The temple to Artemis there was a wonder of the ancient world. Lots of Greek worship (a.k.a. illicit sex) was going on. The church stood up for what was right despite overwhelming odds and persecution. We can do the same in our culture.
Rev 2:4-5

They were working hard, but not working in God’s will. If your deeds are motivated by anything other than the love of God, they are worthless. (Matt. 21:18-19) Jesus will not tolerate religion for religion’s sake.

Rev 2:6-7

No one knows for sure who the Nicolaitans were, but we can guess that they were false teachers, corrupting the church.

The Main Message to Ephesus

Staying true to God’s teachings = Paradise. Ephesus was staying true to the teachings, but their heart was not in it.

The Letter to Smyrna

Smyrna had a large population of anti-Christian Jews and pro-Roman Greeks. Lots of persecution.

Rev 2:8-9

Jesus reminds them that he was persecuted too and through Him we overcome.

Rev 2:10-11

Satan tried hard to stomp out these early Christians. Ten days = ten periods of persecution, basically ten Caesars from 64 AD through 312 AD who would do all they could to destroy the church.
Main Message to Smyrna

By overcoming persecution, you need not fear the 2nd death. Smyrna was doing good in God’s eyes.

2nd Death Explained

If you’re born once, you die twice (physically and spiritually).

If you’re born twice (physically and spiritually) you only die once.

Lesson V – The Church Letters Part 2

Review

1. What was the message to Ephesus? (Stay true to God’s teaching, but keep it in your heart, not just in your head.)

2. What was the message to Smyrna? (Jesus helps us overcome persecution.)

3. Explain 2nd death.

The Letter to Pergamum

Pergamum was a city of idol worship. Many false religions were based there. So many, in fact, that it was referred to as “The Throne of Satan”.

Rev 2:12-13

The church stayed true to God, but made compromises. Why would Jesus reference the sword here?  The Word of God is true. It cuts away falsehood. The Bible is your tool for cutting away false teachers.

Rev 2:14-16

Balaam was a prophet of God, but he was a coward and greedy. Balak, an enemy of Israel paid Balaam to prophesy falsely against Israel. Balaam chickened out, but he did give Israel’s enemies advice on how to survive by intermarrying with the Jews, thus contaminating Israel.

False teachers infiltrated the church at Pergamum and contaminated their teachings. Pergamum needed to cut away the false teachers or God would do it for them.

Rev 2:17

A white stone was how a jury symbolically acquitted someone (found them “not guilty”). If Pergamum cleaned up it’s act, Jesus would forgive them and purify them.

Main Message to Pergamum

Get rid of all false teaching, even if it hurts.

The Letter to Thyatira

Thyatira was the opposite of the previous churches. It was a small community of craftsman, a blue-collar town.

Rev 2:18-19

The church in Thyatira had been steadily growing and doing more good works.

Rev 2:20-23

Still, they allowed a false teacher to infiltrate the church and this needed to be dealt with. Why did Jesus refer to his fiery eyes? God saw the false teacher and the effect she was having, promoting secretive, sexual sin. It’s likely that this woman was a Greek priestess who was commingling the worship of God with the Greek customs of idol worship and sexual “offerings”.
Rev 2:24-25

There is no secret to Heaven. God’s message is clear and understandable to all. Those who try to convince you that there is some secret handshake or magic words are lying. Expose them and cast them out.

Rev 2:26-29

Jesus is called the Morning Star, a bright light that guides us when things seem darkest.

Main Message to Thyatira

No secret sin is really secret. There is no special knowledge in God’s plan. Salvation is simple. Anyone who tells you otherwise is lying.
Lesson VI - – The Church Letters Part 3

Review

1. What was the message to Pergamum? (Use God’s word to root out false teaching.)

2. What was the message to Thyatira? (There is no secret knowledge needed in salvation. Also there is no secret sin. God sees all.)
The Letter to Sardis

Sardis was built on a mountain. It was a wealthy, “strong” city, but twice in history it was captured when invaders snuck in past sleeping guards.

Rev 3:1-3

A city on a hill has a reputation of being strong, but the church in Sardis was weak due to laziness.

What do you think of when you hear the term “dead church”?  Going through the motions. No genuine love for God. These kinds of churches will be surprised when they are left behind at the rapture. Pretty buildings and big choirs don’t get you into Heaven.

Rev 3:4-6

Even in a dead church there are people who are still devoted to God. They don’t let the “filth” of their peers pollute their walk.

Main Message to Sardis

Don’t get lazy in your pursuit holiness. Don’t let the lax lifestyles around you drag you away from God’s will.

The Letter to Philadelphia

Philadelphia was a frontier town, on the edge of Greek civilization. It was the “gateway” between Asian Barbarians and the civilized Greeks and Romans.

Rev 3:7-8
The Key of David refers to a high official in the king’s palace. Only the key holder had permission to open or close the gates. Jesus has authority over the gates of Heaven and Hell.

Rev 3:9-10

The Synagogue of Satan. There was a strong Jewish church in Philadelphia that pressured Christians to follow Jewish customs. The popular church of the day, religious fads, will always fade away when they are not founded on the teachings of Jesus. Stay true to the Word and the followers of fads and false religions will see the truth in you.

What is today’s Synagogue of Satan? Humanism and Atheism. One day those people will be forced to acknowledge that Jesus is God. But for some it will be too late. God promised the church that they would be protected from the devastation that would “test those who live on the earth”, those who reject Christ. Some interpret this to mean that the Rapture will happen before the Tribulation (Pre-tribulation).

Rev 3:11-13

The Greek here is literally, “I come suddenly,” rather than “I am coming soon.” Philadelphia was following God. This was a warning to stay that way. (Be ready.)

A pillar represents strength, stability, and endurance. He who follows God to the end will have a place of honor in the New Jerusalem. We’ll learn about this future city later.

Lesson VII – The Church Letters Part 4

Review

1. What was the message to Sardis? (Sardis was “asleep”, a dead church, living comfortably in “casual Christianity”. God’s “sudden” return would catch them off guard.)

2. What was the message to Philadelphia? (Philadelphia represents the “gateway” that resists religious fads. God promised to deliver them from trials to come.)
Review of First Six Church Letters

Some scholars believe that the seven churches correspond to seven time periods within the church age.
· Ephesus (Cross – 100AD) – Standing up for truth, but doing it out of pride rather than love.

· Smyrna (100AD – 300AD) – Withstood persecution. God promised to deliver them.

· Pergamum (300AD – 600AD) – Stayed close to God but made compromises with local pagans, thus allowing false teaching. God prompted them to use the sword of His Word to remove falsehood.

· Thyatira (600AD – 1500AD) – Allowed “Jezebel” to promote sexual sin and false teaching. God prompted them to seek out and judge the corrupted in their church.

· Sardis (1500AD – 1700AD) – The church “slept”, just going through the motions with no passion or love. God warned them to wake up or be left behind.

· Philadelphia (1500AD – 1900AD) – Was a “gateway” (an age of evangelism). Resisted the popular but false religious fads. God promised to deliver them from trials that would come. (The end times?)

· Laodicea (1900AD – End Times) – This is us, so pay attention!
The Letter to Laodicea

Laodicea was the richest of the even cities.

Rev 3:14-16

It was in a bad location with no good water supply. The runoff from the mountains (usually clean and cold) was lukewarm by the time it got there. Water from nearby hot springs (usually hot and therapeutic) was only lukewarm by the time it got there.
Rev 3:17-18

Laodicea got rich from its businesses of fine dyed wool and eye medicine. God accuses them of naked ness (shame) and blindness (ignorance) and tells them to seek out his white garments (righteousness) and eye salve (wisdom).
Pride got the better of this church. They were comfortable in their richness and became complacent. God would rather you be hot (sold out Christian) or cold (not a Christian at all) than anything in the middle. Lukewarmness makes God want to puke (vs. 16).
Rev 3:19-22

God promised discipline to heat them up. God is a God of love. That is why he disciplines. Don’t think of rebuke as a bad thing. It’s for your own good. Without God’s discipline, we would not be able to sit with Him in Heaven.

Lesson VIII – When? The Beginning of the End
Review

1. What seven cities/churches receive letters in Revelation?

2. What is one interpretation of how the seven letters relate to the church age?

3. Seven Point Bonus: What was God’s message to each church/period.

7000 Year Theory
Some read II Peter 3:8 and interpret it literally. Does this mean that it took God 6000 years to create the world (plus 1000 years to rest afterward)?

No! Gen 1:5. The first “day”. The word and description (sun set, then rose) refer to the Jewish understanding of a day, a 24 hour period.

Does this mean that God split the history of man into seven 1000 year periods? Some people think so. I disagree. Here’s why.

The most conservative (latest) estimates put the creation of the world at 4126 B.C. (based on the Jewish calendar). Add 6000 years (the end of creation and the beginning of the day of rest, the millennium), you get 1874. Do you know what happened in 1874? Nothing!!

There are even some who claim that Jesus came back “like a thief” in the mid-1800’s (This includes Jehovah’s Witnesses.), but what do we already know about Jesus’ return? (Matt. 24:26-27, 24:36, Rev 1:7-8) 

Seven Dispensation Theory

If you follow the teaching of the Baptist Church, you are a dispensationalist. Dispensation means to dispense, to give out. Think of paying the bills. You dispense money to maintain your house. God dispenses in different ways to maintain his relationship with man.

1. Age of Innocence – Creation to the Fall

2. Age of Conscience – Adam to the Flood

3. Age of Human Government – Flood to Abraham

4. Age of Promise – Abraham to Moses

5. Age of the Law – Moses to Christ

6. Age of Grace – Christ to Millennium

7. Age of the Kingdom – Millennium and Beyond
This does not give us a calendar date to tell us when the end time comes, but it does tell us his return is eminent, which agrees with scripture.

Rev 4:1

A door standing open. This seems to be a symbol of the dawn of a new age. (Also in 19:11) Some take this to mean the rapture occurs at the beginning of John’s vision. (Pre-trib)

Rev 4:2-5

God’s Throne – Jasper (white or clear, purity, righteousness), Carnelian (blood red, life, sacrifice), green rainbow (the promise of life)

24 Elders – 24 is the number of the redeemed. 12 tribes of Israel (pre-crucifixion believers) plus 12 disciples (post-crucifixion believers). This is only one interpretation. There are others.

7 Lamps – The church age (Chapters 1-3). Other interpretations are the 7-fold spirit of God or the Holy Spirit.
Rev 4:6-8

These four creatures were also seen and described by Ezekiel in Ez. 1:5-11, and by Isaiah in Is. 6:1-3. I believe that these are four literal beings created for the sole purpose of praising God.

· Eyes all over – Sees everything or great wisdom

· Lion – King of creatures/creation, Lion of Judah, or the book of Matthew

· Ox – Humble, powerful servant, or the book of Mark

· Man – King of the Earth, Jesus, or the book of Luke

· Eagle – King of the sky/heavens, or the book of John

Even Jesus gives glory to the Father.

Rev 4:8-11

In Heaven, the angels and the saints will worship and praise God.

Lesson IX – The Scroll and the Lamb 

Review

1. What did the door mean?

2. What faces did the four creatures have and what aspect of God does each face represent?

3. Seven Point Bonus: What are the seven dispensational ages?

Rev 5:1-4

What is this scroll? A scroll with multiple seals is an important legal document. (Show a visual aide of a multiple sealed scroll. Seals allow a little bit to be rolled out at a time.) The fact that it’s in God’s right hand means it is of utmost significance.
Sealed legal documents requited authority to be opened. In Rome (during the time John received the Revelation), wills were sealed by seven witnesses. After a death, a Roman official would break the seals and read out the dead guy’s last wishes in parts. In early Israel, legal contracts were sealed and stored in the temple. When someone sold a plot of land in order to pay off a debt, the person who paid for the land (the redeemer) was the only person, besides a priest, who had the right break the seal when he was ready to give the property back to its original owner.

John cried because no one was found who had the right to open the scroll and redeem humanity.

Rev 5:5-6

The Lion of Judah – Gen. 49:8-10
The Root of David – Is. 11:1-3
Fulfillment of O.T. Prophets – Is. 11:10-11
(All of Is. 11 is about Jesus)

If a lamb was slain and dead, would it be standing?

Lamb – Innocent, perfect sacrifice

Horn – Power

Eyes – Vision, knowledge, wisdom

Seven – Perfection

So, seven horns = perfect power, omnipotent and seven eyes = perfect knowledge, omniscience.

Rev 5:7-14

All Heaven praises Jesus.

All Earth praises Jesus.

The 4 creatures (angels) and the 24 elders (human believers) worship Jesus.

Lesson X – The Seals
Review

1. How do we know the seven sealed scroll is important? (It’s held in God’s right hand.)

2. What two prophetic names are given to Christ in chapter 5? (Lion of Judah, Root of David)

3. What two, very strange symbols appeared on the lamb that John saw and what did they mean? (Seven horns, perfect power; seven eyes, perfect wisdom)

Rev 6:1-2 (The white horse)
Jesus is the only one with the authority to open the seals. He has earned the authority to judge mankind. (Notice, seven seals: perfect judgment.)

A white horse is the symbol of a conquering king. Later, Christ will make his second appearance on Earth riding a white horse. What we see in the first seal is the antichrist appearing on the world stage, as always, trying to look like Christ.

A bow, but notice, no arrows. He will conquer the world with peace rather than war. The crown is given, not earned or deserved (like Christ’s).

Something worth noting here is that II Thes. 2 implies that the rapture will not happen until after the AC is revealed. This is the basis for mid- and post-trib theory.
Rev 6:3-4 (The red horse)

The antichrist is a fake “prince of peace”. War follows close behind him. The antichrist’s peace will quickly break down and usher in world war.

A sword represents military might.

Rev 6:5-6 (The black horse)

When war ravages the whole earth, poverty and famine follow. A quart of wheat is just enough to make one loaf of bread. Barley is less nutritious and more often used to feed animals. But with the price of food so high, people will resort to eating it. Then even this poor food stable will cost a day’s wage.
Scales represent economic collapse.

Rev 6:7-8 (The pale horse)

The Greek here for “pale” is actually a dull green, like the underside of a leaf. It is the color of decaying flesh. With no way to buy food, and with so many dead from the war, plague and death will be rampant. With no food, even wild animals will look for other sources, including weak, starving humans.

Death will come to 25% of humanity.  If it happened today (2007), that’d be 1.7 billion people. Notice that those who die here are collected in Hades (the unseen). Another implication that the rapture will have already taken place.
AC’s peace is weak, so it’s followed by massive war. War destroys infrastructure, crops, and industry, so it’s followed by famine and economic collapse. Famine leads to disease and starvation, so it’s followed by death. AC’s grand scheme will fail so miserably, it will destroy human civilization.

Rev 6:9-11 (The martyrs)

After AC’s plan collapses, he will look for a scapegoat. He will point to the remnant of Christianity (could be us, could be tribulation saints) as the blame. We’ll learn more about AC’s religious persecution later.
The martyrs cry out for justice. Jesus comforts them, but he knows there will be more who die for their faith.

Some believe that because they are under the alter, they have not yet joined the raptured saints in heaven. They interpret the white robes as some temporary replacement because they have not yet received their new, heavenly bodies.
Rev 6:12-14 (Creation suffers)

A massive earthquake (or series of quakes)? Nuclear winter? A meteor collision? A super volcano? Something worse? There are many possible explanations for these signs. Certainly, the sky will be darkened and the Earth will convulse. What cities remain will be heavily damaged and what crops remain will die from lack of sunlight.
Rev 6:15-17

Mankind, great and small will be laid bare. They’ll only find shelter in caves. They’ll pray for a quick death, but will be denied.

Notice that at their lowest point, sinful, rebellious man will not cry for forgiveness or mercy. Even when they are forced to recognize God, they’ll try to hide from Him rather than submit. They’ll “pray” to the Earth for deliverance.

Lesson XI – The 144,000 

Review

What come from the first six seals?

1. White horse – AC’s false peace.

2. Red horse – War.

3. Black horse – Economic collapse and famine.

4. Pale horse – Plague and death.

5. Martyrs.
6. Great earthquake and the sky is darkened.

Rev 7:1-3

Remember that God postponed the flood to save Noah. He postponed the destruction of Sodom to save Lot. In II Thes. 2, we learn that God holds back Satan’s plans for the AC.  He will likewise postpone His final judgment to allow a mark of protection to be placed on the tribulation saints.

Rev 7:4 (5-8 can be skipped)
144,000 is another symbolic number. Just like the 24 elders in heaven. 12 is the number of God’s people. 12 x 12 x 1000 would imply a large number of God’s people. (See Matt. 18:21-22, forgive him 70 x 7 times.) Some insist this is a literal number and that there will be more gentile believers than Jewish.
Could it be that believing Jews will be the only believers left alive? Possibly. It’s important to notice that the tribes listed here do not match the tribes listed in Exodus and Numbers. (Dan and Ephraim are replaced with Levi and Joseph.) Not all Jews will turn to God. (Dan and Ephraim were cursed for idolatry.)
Rev 7:9-14
There’s lots of praise going on. Palm branches, just as when Jesus road triumphantly into Jerusalem, these redeemed march triumphantly into Heaven. The martyrs finally get their reward.

Here is a pretty good argument that the rapture takes place during the tribulation. We see a heck of a lot more than 144,000 here and they are not all Jews. Could this be all the church? Or, could it just be that there were that many tribulation saints?

Rev 7:13-17 (Yes, reread 13 and 14)
Whoever they are, they receive God’s promise. No more hunger or thirst. No more suffering or tears. They are permanently delivered from suffering.
Lesson XII – Trumpets Curse the Earth
Review

1. What came from the first six seals?

a. White horse – AC’s false peace.

b. Red horse – War.

c. Black horse – Economic collapse and famine.

d. Pale horse – Plague and death.

e. Martyrs.

f. Great earthquake and darkened sky.

2. What did the angels do to the 144,000? (Mark them)

3. What was notable about the twelve tribes listed? (Dan and Ephraim are replaced with Levi and Joseph.)

Rev 8:1-5 (The 7th Seal)

Silence in Heaven. God’s judgment is about to be poured out on the Earth. All of Heaven waits to see it. No singing. No praise. This could also mean that God waits a bit longer to see if anyone else will turn to Him, but no one does.

8th angel (8 means a new beginning) has a golden censor, used to burn incense, to purify or as an offering. Smoke rising has long symbolized prayers rising to God. Here, the last of the prayers are offered. Afterward judgment begins.

Does this mean there are no Christians left? No. Later we will hear more about those “marked for God”.

Rev 8:6-7 (The 1st Trumpet – Vegetation Cursed)

This could be a meteor storm, some freak weather event, or it could be interpreted literally. Remember Sodom and Gomorra (Gen. 19), Egypt (Ex. 9). God rained down burning sulfur and hail then too. What’s important is that 1/3 of the Earths vegetation dies.

Rev 8:8-9 (The 2nd Trumpet – Sea Cursed)
Sounds very much like a meteor strike. Again, the details are less important than the result. The Sea is cursed.

Rev 8:10-11 (The 3rd Trumpet – Fresh Water Cursed)

Wormwood means bitter, poisoned. “A great star” is probably an angel. More likely an angel delivers this plague rather than the burning mountain from the previous trumpet. 1/3 of all fresh water becomes poisoned.

Rev 8:12 (The 4th Trumpet – Sky Cursed)

Like before, this is likely a result of global air pollution caused by the meteor strike (or whatever it was) in the 2nd trumpet.
Lesson XIII – Trumpets Curse Mankind
Review

1. What was the significance of the golden censer?

2. What came from the first four trumpets?

a. Hail, fire and blood. Vegetation cursed.

b. Flaming mountain. Sea cursed.

c. Wormwood. Fresh water cursed.
d. More darkness. Sky cursed. 
Rev 8:13 (Woe)

The first 4 trumpets cursed the Earth. The next three will curse mankind. There are many interpretations of the eagle and its message. But its purpose is clear: God is now turning his full wrath toward man.

Rev 9:1-2 (The 5th Trumpet – The Abyss Opened)
“A star that had fallen” Stars sometimes represent angels. Considering the past tense here, this is certainly a demon. Could be Satan. Read Is. 14:12-15. This is prophecy about the fallen king of Babylon, but also refers to Satan’s doom.
The Abyss seems to be a literal place where demons are “bound”. Read Luke 8:30-31.

Rev 9:3-6 (Locusts from the Abyss)
For all of human history, locusts have been known as bringers of destruction and anguish. But these locusts are not like anything man has seen before. They come from the Abyss, so there is no question that they are demonic.

Notice that they are instructed not to touch the plants (which were cursed by the first trumpet) but only those not marked for God. Even then, they can not kill, only torture.

Scorpions’ stings are seldom lethal, but always painful, sometimes for weeks. Here, the stinging lasts for five months. As in the 6th seal, mankind will beg for death but not find it.

Rev 9:7-10
In some Latin based languages (specifically Italian), locusts are called “little horses”. But it’s clear that John is seeing something he can’t describe. He tries by referring to common things, but these beasts are something strange and new.
It’s been said these are battle helicopters or some other flying war machine. I prefer think these are living beings, demonic creatures of torture.
Rev 9:11 (Abaddon/Apollyon)
Abaddon is Hebrew for “destruction”. Apollyon is Greek for “destroyer”. This is a warning to both Jews and gentiles. This dude is bad news! Is it Satan? No. Satan is the deceiver and accuser. No question Apollyon is a powerful demon, but he has a different job: To torment and punish mankind.
Rev 9:12-15 (The 6th Trumpet – An Army of Angels)

“Two more woes to come.” Things are going to get worse.

The 5th Trumpet brought torture. The 6th brings death. Just as 1/3 of creation was cursed, so 1/3 of mankind will be destroyed. This is probably somewhere between 1 and 3 billion people.
Notice that God has had this judgment planned down to the day. Never forget God is in control, even during the extreme chaos of the tribulation.

These angels could be fallen angels (demons) or they could just be instruments of judgment like the angel of death that swept over Egypt during Moses’ plagues. Whoever they are, we now see that they are not alone.
Rev 9:16-19

Many have theorized that this 200 million is a Chinese army. I think that’s very short sighted. It could be an army of demons or a human army that is guided by these four angels. But if it’s a human army, it’s most likely a coalition of nations loyal to the AC.

Again, the description of these creatures tells us that John is seeing something new. It is possibly his best attempt at describing some war machine, but equally possible that these are literal creatures. What’s more important is that this army will be fierce and more deadly than any force unleashed human history.

Rev 9:20-21

Despite God pouring out the fiercest judgment ever, people will still not repent. The pride and stubbornness of mankind knows no bounds.
Lesson XIV – Two Witnesses and the 7th Trumpet
Review

What were the nine symbols in Jesus’ appearance in chapter 1?
1. Standing among the lamp stands – Indwelling in the church.

2. White hair – Divine wisdom.
3. Gold sash – High priest.

4. Fiery eyes – Divine judgment (he sees all things).

5. Bronze feet – Crushes his enemies.

6. Voice like the sea – Ultimate authority in his voice.

7. Seven stars in right hand – The holds the church and it is important.

8. Double edged sword from His mouth – The Word of God cuts away falsehood.

9. Shining face – Godhood.

What came from the first six trumpets?

1. Hail, blood and fire curses vegetation.

2. Flaming mountain curses the sea.

3. Wormwood curses fresh water.

4. Smoke curses the sky.

5. Locusts from the Abyss torture mankind. (Not saints.)

6. Army of 200 million kills 1/3 of mankind.
Rev 10:1-4 (A Mighty Angel)
· Rainbow – God’s promise
· Shining face – Has been in God’s presence

· Fiery pillars – Judgment (like the bronze feet)

· Feet in land and sea – This judgment is for all creation (and/or all mankind, sea is humanity, land is Israel)
· Voice of the seven thunders – The voice of God (Speaks with God’s authority)

This message from the mouth of God is sealed up. God gives us His word to strengthen us and reassure us, but some details of the end times would give away too much. God doesn’t want us to know every detail of the end times so we will continue to live for Him now.
Rev 10:5-7

God’s final judgment is at hand. God’s “mystery” is about to be accomplished. Prophesy will be fulfilled and it will all make sense.

At this point, John’s vision seems to stray from chronological time. We will see several chapters of visions, some involving past events, before the bowls of judgment are poured out.

Rev 10:8-11 (The Little Scroll)
God’s word is sweet to us. It tells us that we will win! But it also contains the message of judgment which is enough to make us sick. We must take this message, no matter how bitter it may seem, to the world that needs to hear it.
Rev 11:1-2

The “outer courts” would be the whole temple mount (which has been partially destroyed). The existing foundation is now topped by the Aqsa Mosque (the dome of the rock). Muslims believe this is the location from which Mohammed ascended into Heaven. (Visual aids.)
42 months is 3.5 years. It could be that the first half of AC’s peace will allow the Jewish temple to be rebuilt, but gentiles (Arabs?) will still be allowed in.
The Holy of Holies was the core of the Jewish temple, but it only took up a small portion of the mount. It is possible that Aqsa and a new Jewish temple could coexist, or the mosque could be destroyed before this time. Many believe that the AC’s peace treaty will finally bring peace (even temporarily) between Jews and Muslims.
Rev 11:3-6 (Two Witnesses)
Possibly Moses and Elijah (Matt. 17:2-3). Whoever they are, they will come to the new temple and prophesy the 2nd coming. This will not be a popular message with the AC and his followers. Some will try to silence them or do them harm and will be consumed by fire. They will also bring with them plagues and drought. It’s possible that they will predict the seals and trumpets.
1260 days is 3.5 years. Olive trees provide food and fuel. Lamp stands bring light into the darkness. These two will bring the light of God’s word into a dark world for half of the tribulation.
Rev 11:7-10
When the Abyss is opened during the fifth trumpet, “the beast” will kill the two witnesses. This probably refers to Abaddon/Apollyon, or it could be the AC.
Sodom and Egypt are symbols of sinfulness, but this is still Jerusalem. The whole world will see the dead prophets. Picture the coverage on CNN. The whole world will gloat over their deaths. It will be a celebration in the AC’s kingdom because these witnesses represented to them all the suffering they faced during the plagues. They’ll actually exchange gifts! The death of the prophets will become the new Christmas.
Rev 11:11-14
The whole world will be gloating over the corpses, the news crews will still be in place, when they will be raised from the dead and carried to Heaven. Imagine the terror. There will be no denying the power of God.

And finally we have the last woe, the 7th trumpet.

Rev 11:15-19

God will remove Satan’s authority over the Earth and give the Earth to Jesus as his kingdom. At this point (most likely mid-trib) Satan will want the Earth back. He will stir up the nations against Israel in order to wipe out “God’s people”.

God busts out his old battle chest, the Ark of the Covenant. He’s fixin’ to throw down.
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Lesson XV – A Vision Within a Vision
Review
1. What is meant by the great angel’s fiery legs, one on land and one in the sea?

2. Explain the little scroll John ate.

3. How long with the two witnesses prophesy?
In chapter 11, we see God getting ready for battle (pulling out the Ark). In chapters 12 through 14, John sees a vision, “a great and wondrous sign” in heaven. It’s as if Heaven is putting on a play for him to tell the whole story from the beginning.

Rev 12:1-2 (The Woman)

 This woman represents Israel (Gen. 37:9-11).

· Sun = Jacob (a.k.a. Israel)

· Moon = Rachael

· 12 Stars = 12 Sons/Tribes

· Pregnant with Christ and suffering while waiting for him to come.

Rev 12:3 (The Dragon)
This dragon is Satan.
· 7 Heads = 7 Governments

· 10 Horns = 10 Kings

· 7 Crowns = 7 Nations

This could mean seven world powers (Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome, AC’s future kingdom). Some say it’s the seven continents. It could also mean that the AC’s kingdom has seven divisions.

Rev 12:4 (The Fall)
When Satan rebelled against God, he took 1/3rd of the angels of Heaven with him. From then on, he put all his effort into defeating God’s plan of salvation.

· Israel at war for centuries

· Harod killed hundreds of babies in an effort to kill Jesus

· Tempted Jesus face to face in the desert

· Prodded the disciples to distract Jesus from His mission (Matt. 16:23)

· Taunted Jesus on the garden before His arrest

· Mocked Jesus on the cross

Rev 12:5-6 (1st Coming)

Satan could not stop God’s plan. Jesus’ ministry was a success. The iron scepter represents a powerful king with absolute authority.

Why is the woman (Israel) in the desert for 3.5 years? (Matt. 24:15-16) Jesus has warned Israel that when the signs appear, they should flee into the mountains. But why?
When the AC breaks his treaty with Israel at the mid-point of the tribulation, the Jews (and maybe the remaining Christians) will flee into the desert to escape persecution. Many believe that the stone city of Petra will be used as a sanctuary. It is a real city carved into narrow canyons only accessible by a mile long, 1000 foot deep canyon.
(Visual aid)

Rev 12:7-9 (War in Heaven)

Satan makes a full assault on Heaven. He doesn’t want to be locked out, but it’s too late. Satan is cast to the Earth where he has free rein. Here he continues to persecute Jews and Christians throughout history.
Rev 12:10-12

When Satan loses access to Heaven, he loses his ability to stand before God and accuse mankind of sin. Christ’s atoning sacrifice defeats his accusations and he was kicked out. “But woe to the Earth” because now, Satan’s wrath will be turned toward humanity.

Rev 12:13-14

Satan turns all his efforts towards persecution of Jews and Christians. But they are delivered supernaturally (on the wings of eagles) to their hiding place, where Satan is somehow prevented from harming them.

Some say the “great eagle” is the United States and that somehow we will protect Israel. This is very unlikely and (I believe) a poor interpretation of the scripture. Generally eagle’s wings represent miraculous deliverance. (Ex. 19:4)

Rev 12:15-17

Flood waters could represent an overwhelming army as it is in Jere. 17, or it could be a literal flood. (Remember Petra is in a narrow canyon. But just like in Exodus, God will do miracles with creation and save Israel.
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Lesson XVI – The Beast from the Sea
Review

In chapter 12…

1. What does the woman represent? (Israel)

2. What does the dragon represent? (Satan)

3. What do the eagles wings represent? (Divine deliverance)

4. What comes out of the dragon’s mouth to pursue the woman? (A flood)
Rev 13:1 (The Beast from the Sea)
This is the AC, Satan’s mockery of Jesus, groomed by Satan to be the human leader of Satan’s rebellion against God.

10 horns, 7 heads and 10 crowns. Back in 12:3, Satan was described similarly. Again, horns are usually kings or rulers, heads are usually governments or earthly powers, and crowns are usually divisions of government or nations.

The AC will be a human who is raised up by Satan to be his representative (raised from the sea that represents humanity)
Rev 13:2 (Symbols of the Antichrist)

· Leopard – Strength and speed.

· Bear’s feet – Overwhelming power to crush his enemies

· Lion’s mouth – Kingly, proud, boastful, devours his enemies

Remember back in the first seal, the rider of the white horse was given a crown. He didn’t earn it nor deserve it. Again, the AC is given his authority by Satan.

Some try to associate these symbols with modern nations (Russia is commonly symbolized by a bear), but just as with the eagle’s wings, I don’t think this is correct.

Daniel 2:31-35

Nebuchadnezzar’s dream tells us about four great kingdoms.

· Gold – Babylon

· Silver – Persia

· Bronze – Greece

· Iron – Rome

· Iron & Clay – Divided Rome or a future kingdom similar to Rome.

In the dream, Jesus smashes the last kingdom. Did Jesus smash Rome? No. Jesus will smash the AC’s kingdom.

Daniel 7:2-8
Daniel’s vision covers the same nations with symbols similar to Rev. 13.
· Lion with wings – Babylon was powerful and prideful. Conquered quickly.
· Bear – Persia was strong enough to crush Babylon. 3 ribs were three powerful nations conquered.
· Leopard with 4 wings and 4 heads – Greece (Alexander the Great) conquered the world in only 4 years. After Alexander’s death, the kingdom was divided between his 4 sons.
· Terrifying beast with 10 horns – Rome?

Daniel’s 4th beast was Rome. Rome was never defeated. The AC’s government will be an extension or resurrection of Rome. In Dan. 7:20-27, he asks the meaning of the little horn. One horn will rise up to rule the whole earth and try to change the times and the laws. The saints will be turned over to him for 3.5 years. Then God will destroy him.
Rev 13:3-4

We will see later that the AC will be “fatally” wounded by a sword. It’s possible that the dead head is a reference to this, or it could be that one of the AC’s kings will be wounded but the AC will take credit for raising him from the dead. Either way, the event will be publicized throughout the world and the AC will become a superstar.

Rev 13:5-6

Notice, “given”. The AC gets cocky. 42 months = 3.5 years. It could be that Satan grants the AC supernatural powers and he’ll use them to glorify himself. Some say that the AC will actually be killed and that Satan will resurrect him through demon possession. If so, this will happen near the midpoint of the tribulation.
Rev 13:7-8

Notice, “given”. The AC goes to war against the Church and Jews. This will pale in comparison to the German Holocaust. Every nation on Earth will unite under the AC in a war against Israel.
Rev 13:9-10

This is a clear warning to Christians. It is better to rot in jail or die than to worship the beast and receive his mark. Times will be very bad for those who resist the beast. But better to suffer for a while and be rewarded with Heaven than to give in and be cursed to Hell.
Lesson XVII – The Beast from the Earth and The Mark
Review

1. Who is the Dragon? (Satan)

2. Who is the Beast from the sea? (AC)

3. What do horns represent? (Kings/Leaders). What do heads represent? (Governments/Earthly Powers) What do crowns represent? (Divisions of Governments/Nations)

4. Explain the symbols in the Beast from the sea.

a. From the sea: Human, probably not Jewish.

b. Leopard: Rapid rise to power, like Alexander the Great.

c. Feet like a bear: Power to crush enemies.

d. Mouth like a lion: Proud, boastful, blasphemous.
Rev 13:11 (The Beast from the Earth)

The first beast, the AC, is Satan’s mockery of Jesus. This second beast, the False Prophet, is the “Holy Spirit” of the Satanic Trinity. Satan, the Dragon, is the head, like God the Father. The AC, the Beast from the sea, is the king, like Jesus. And the False Prophet, the Beast from the earth, is the spiritual leader, like the Holy Spirit.  “From the earth” implies that this person will be a Jew.

“Two horns like a lamb…” Lambs don’t have horns. Sheep do. Jesus is the Lamb, so it could be this person will try to appear Christ-like, but if you know what Christ “looks like,” you’ll know this guy is a fraud.
“Spoke like the dragon…” The AC gets his power from the Dragon. The FP gets his blasphemous tongue from the Dragon. He is a deceiver. He will talk about peace and love, but he will bring destruction and death.

Rev 13:12

Just like the Holy Spirit shows us how to worship and follow Christ, the FP will lead the world to worship and follow the AC. Remember in 13:3, the AC will survive a “fatal” wound. The FP will convince the world that it’s a miraculous resurrection making the AC god-like in the eyes of the world.
Rev 13:13-15

The FP will have the power to perform “miracles” of his own in order to convince the world to follow his teachings. The FP will set up an idol to the AC and the idol will be fearsome. Just like in Daniel, those who don’t warship the image will die. (Remember 13:9-10.)

Rev 13:16-18 (The Mark of the Beast)

Remember in chapter 7 God marked the saints on their foreheads to spare them from the torture of the tribulation. Here the FP mocks even that.
“The name of the beast or the number of his name…” In both Greek and Hebrew, numbers were represented by letters of the alphabet. So, a name had a number, by looking at the numbers represented by the letters in the name. The names of Emperor Nero (who slaughtered many Christians) and Adolph Hitler (who had at least 6 million Jews killed) can be represented in a way that they product 666.

There are many theories about the mark and the number and name encoded in it. Bar-codes, embedded RFID chips, ASCII , etc. There is something vitally important that makes the Mark of the Beast unique. It is the only “mark” in history that will cost you’re your place in Heaven. If God is able judge based on that mark, then the person who receives it must have rejected God in order to get it. I believe that you will have to make a political AND religious commitment to the AC in order to receive the mark.
(Visual Aid)

Also notice that without the mark you can neither buy not sell. The surviving saints will have to go underground to survive. (Figuratively, of course.)
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6 = 101000

Markers = 01010

George J. Laurer invented the bar code for IBM in 1971.  It went into service in 1973.

Mr. Laurer, at one time, published a web site with an FAQ section.  In it, he answered the question about 666 being in his design.  Here is his response:
“Yes, they do RESEMBLE the code for a six… There is nothing sinister about this nor does it have anything to do with the Bible's "mark of the beast" (The New Testament, The Revelation, Chapter 13, paragraph 18). It is simply a coincidence like the fact that my first, middle, and last name all have 6 letters. There is no connection with an international money code either.”

What about RFID tags and bio chips?  These can be used to “mark” items (or even people) with a number.  But these would have to be buried in the skin to be effective (and could possibly be removed).  The mark of the beast will more likely be proudly displayed and be permanent.

What about WWW
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Yes, WWW in Hebrew is 666. I point this out not to say the internet is Satanic. Rather I point this out to emphasize that, if you look hard enough, you can find 666 almost anywhere. But the Mark of the Beast will not be an accident. It will be a religious AND political symbol of allegiance to the Beast and rejection of God.
Lesson XVIII – The Great Harvest
Review

1. Who are the three members of the “unholy trinity?” (Dragon – Satan, Beast from Sea – AC, Beast from Earth – False Prophet)

2. Explain the three animals in the symbolism of the AC. (Leopard – fast to power, Bear’s feet – power to crush enemies, Lion’s mouth – boastful, proud)
3. Why will people “need” the mark of the Beast?

Rev 14:1-3 (The 144,000)
It would seem that the “play” going on in Heaven has caught up to the events that take place back in chapter 7 (Rev 7:4-14).
Remember that 144,000 is very likely a symbolic number implying all those who follow God, or possibly all of the tribulation saints. Only they understood the new song because only they knew what it was like to remain true to God through all the trials they had faced.

Rev 14:4-5

These 144,000 seem to be perfect, but let’s take a closer look.

Will all of the tribulation saints be men? No. So why would God say that none of them had been defiled with women? This is not talking about sex. It is a reference to the “adultery” of following false Gods.

Were they truly blameless, having never sinned? Of course not. But in God’s sight we are covered by the righteousness of Christ.

Rev 14:6-7

This angel is giving mankind one last chance. The gospel is free to anyone who will accept it and God does not want to see anyone go to Hell. But God is committed to our free will. We must make the decision to follow. Those who refuse leave God with no other choice.

Rev 14:8

Babylon represents all that is opposed to God on Earth. This figurative Babylon will reach the peak of its power under the AC. Then it will all come crashing down under God’s wrath.

The AC will unite the world against God. Here again, adultery is a symbol of betrayal against God.

Rev 14:9-13

If anyone tries to tell you that there is no Hell (or that Hell will be more fun that Heaven) they are in for a terrible surprise. Hell is real, it is eternal, and it is the very definition of torture.

Here we get another call for patience from the saints. Life without the Mark will be hard, but the consequences of getting it will be far worse.

Rev 14:14-16
Jesus is the seated on a cloud with a sickle, ready to harvest the Earth. Some see this clear evidence that the rapture will take place half way through the tribulation (mid-trib). Or, depending on how you interpret this event’s chronology, it could be argued that this event is after the tribulation just before the battle of Armageddon (post-trib). But it’s important to study this carefully.

The Greek word used here for ripe, usually means withered or rotting on the vine. It could mean that God has waited as long as possible to let as many souls be saved as possible. Or, it could be that this is not a harvest of the saints but rather a harvest of the lost as we will see in the next verses.
Rev 14:17-20
Is this the same harvest? If you believe that Jesus harvested the saints in verse 16, then no, this is a separate harvest of the lost. If you believe that verse 16 was Jesus passing judgment on those remaining on the Earth, then the two harvests are the same.

The great wine press seems to be a reference to the battle of Armageddon where all the armies of the world, united under the AC will be destroyed.
Armageddon (translates to Mountain of Megiddo) is located at the northern end of Israel between the Sea of Galilee and the Mediterranean Sea.  Megiddo was the location of many major battles throughout history because of its geographic importance (even as late as WWI).  It’s the entry into the long valley that makes up Israel. 1600 stadia is about 180 miles, the full north/south length of Israel. A horse’s bridle is about 4 to 5 feet off the ground. We’ll see this in more detail in chapter 16.
(Visual Aid)
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Lesson XIX – The Seven Bowls
Review
1. What does Babylon represent in chapter 14? (AC’s kingdom. Mankind’s willful rebellion against God.)
2. Where is Mount Megiddo and why is it important? (Northern Israel. It is the location of the Battle of Armageddon.)
3. What is trampled in “the great winepress of God’s wrath?” (All the lost souls of the Earth are killed at Armageddon.)

Rev 15:1

“It is finished.” God is through waiting. Over and over he has “held back” judgment, but now, it’s time.
Based on your interpretation of chapter 14, chapter 15 is either immediately after the harvest, or we are not done with the “vision within a vision.”

Rev 15:2-4

According to some, this implies that all of the tribulation saints are now in Heaven. Others believe that there will be Christians who survive the tribulation and Armageddon. We’ll see more on this in chapter 20.
Rev 15:5-6

Remember when we left off, back in chapter 11, the seventh trumpet had sounded and the Ark of the Covenant was brought out of God’s temple. Judgment is here.

These angels wear gold sashes. They are like priests, acting under God’s authority.

Rev 15:7-8

The four beasts before the throne started the tribulation by calling out the four horsemen. Now they will end it by bringing out the seven bowls of God’s wrath. The temple is closed. There will be no more offerings. No more mercy. No more grace.

Rev 16:1-4 (The First Three Bowls)
There are parallels between the bowl plagues and the trumpet plagues.
	Curse
	Trumpet
	Bowl

	1. Earth
	1/3 of plants killed
	Mankind gets sores

	2. Sea
	1/3 of sea creatures
	All sea creatures

	3. Fresh water
	1/3 of springs poisoned
	All springs become blood


Rev 16:5-7
As awful as God’s judgment is, it is just. Those left on the Earth had every possible chance to avoid God’s terrible wrath, but they chose not to.

Rev 16:8-12 (The Next Three Bowls)
Even though they know full well that God is judging them, the people still refuse to repent. Instead they curse the God who is punishing them.
	Curse
	Trumpet
	Bowl

	4. Sky
	1/3 of sky struck dark
	Sun given power to burn

	5. Satan
	Abyss opened
	AC’s kingdom cursed

	6. Euphrates
	200 million army gathers
	River dried up to open passage to Israel


Think about how hard it would be to move an army of 200 million soldiers across a major river. God opens the door allowing the massive army of the AC’s kingdom. Now they charge head-long toward Israel. They must pass though the valley of Armageddon.
Rev 16:13-16 (Three Frogs)
What comes out of the mouth of Christ? A double edged sword. What does it represent? The Word of God that separates truth from falsehood. What comes out of the mouth of Satan? A slimy, slippery frog; deception and evil.
These spirits are sent out to deceive the kings of the Earth, to convince them that they can defeat God.

Rev 16:17-21

God’s wrath is poured out. The Earth is completely cursed. This earthquake knocks over mountains and sinks islands. 100 pound hail stones destroy every remaining structure and kill anyone in the way. And still, men curse God.
Lesson XX – The Harlot of Babylon

Review

What are the results of the seven bowls?

1. Sores

2. Sea turns to blood

3. Fresh water turns to blood

4. The Sun scorches

5. Darkness falls on the AC’s kingdom

6. Euphrates dries up

7. Great earthquake

Rev 17:1-2

Again, John sees a little side-show before the big battle.

Many waters refers to all mankind. “Babylon” represents man’s rebellion against God. All mankind will follow the AC, united against God. The wine of her adultery represents false religion, contrary to God.

Rev 17:3-6 (The Mother of False Religion)
She is the mother of prostitutes. Prostitutes lead people to commit adultery. Prostitutes represent false religions and here we see the mother of all false religions.

God’s cup is full of wrath that is poured out on the Earth in chapter 16. This woman’s cup is full of the “fruits” of her sin. She is drunk on the blood of the saints. The FP and his false religion will take great pleasure in slaughtering Christians.

Rev 17:7-8

“Once was…” The first person to unite mankind against God was Nimrod who built the tower of Babel (Gen. 10:8-10, Gen. 11:1-9).  “Now is not…” At the time of John, there was no AC in the world. “Will come…” Out of the Abyss, the demonic influence that leads men against God will come to power in the AC’s kingdom. “And go to his destruction.” When the kingdom falls, this demonic influence will be sentenced to Hell.

Rev 17:9-11

Remember this is in the perspective of John’s life. Five have fallen and one is. The ancient Roman empire is the 6th kingdom. Before Rome there was Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, and Greece. The 7th kingdom is the AC’s kingdom. All of these kingdoms enslaved Israel. The AC is an 8th king who will take over the revived Roman Empire. (Remember he is “given” his power.)
Rev 17:12-14

The AC’s kingdom will be divided among 10 “governors.” They will be united against the church under the AC.
Rev 17:15-18

The AC will use the FP’s false religion to gain control of the whole Earth, but he will not be a religious figure. Ultimately, the false religion will worship him, but his only desire is to conquer God’s people. Power is his only desire.

The woman not only represents false religion, but also a great city where that false religion is based. Some say it is literally Babylon rebuilt in Iraq. Some say it is Rome. Some say it is New York City (a commercial and political center). It’s hard to know for sure.

Lesson XXI – The Fall of Babylon

Review

1. What do the seven heads of the beast represent? (Seven world governments)

2. Bonus: What are the seven world governments?

a. Egypt

b. Assyria

c. Babylon

d. Persia

e. Greece

f. Rome

g. AC’s kingdom (New Rome)

3. What do the ten horns represent? (Ten governors over the divisions of the AC’s kingdom)

4. The woman riding the beast is the mother of what? (Mother of all prostitutes)

5. What does adultery represent? (False Religion)

Rev 18:1-3
The AC’s kingdom will be huge and prosperous. The entire world’s economy will be based on its wealth. (Much like the world economy currently relies on the U.S.)
The U.S. trade deficit (the amount of money we pump into the world economy without taking anything back out) is almost a trillion dollars a year. Imagine if that money disappeared over night.

Rev 18:4-8

Good Jews and Christians should avoid the AC’s kingdom. Don’t rely on it for your wellbeing.  This Babylon is very proud, but it will all disappear in a single day when the bowl judgments are poured out.

Rev 18:9-10 (Kings Mourn)
Governments of the world that allied with the AC will see its sudden demise. They will lose their income and have no more support.

Rev 18:11-17a (Merchants Mourn)
Businessmen who got rich off of Babylon’s greed will have the rug pulled out from under them. They will mourn the loss of their only customer.

Notice how luxurious Babylon’s tastes are. Nothing listed here is a necessity.

To do business with the AC’s kingdom, you must take the mark of the beast. Now all those who took the mark have no one to do business with.

Rev 18:17b-19 (Sea Captains Mourn)
Even the people who shipped the cargo will suffer when this economy fails. With no one left to buy the world’s riches, there’s nothing to transport and even sea captains will lose their businesses “in one hour.”
Rev 18:20-24
Think of the giant splash of a boulder dropping into the water. “Ka-Boom!” Then, nothing. It’s all gone. This will be the final fall; complete and permanent. And it will come in repayment for the blood of God’s chosen people who died at the hands of the AC.

Lesson XXII – The Wedding and the Battle
Review

What three groups mourned the fall of Babylon in chapter 18? (Kings, merchants, and sea captains)
Why? (Because all their wealth and support came from Babylon and it was taken away in a single day.)

Rev 19:1-4 (Heaven Rejoices)
While the men of the Earth mourn, Heaven will celebrate. Remember all the way back in the 5th seal the martyrs cried out for justice. They finally have it. The AC has been punished for their martyrdom. Justice is served and all Heaven will praise God’s victory.

Rev 19:5-10 (Time for the Feast)
A voice from the throne calls us to praise God. God is encouraging us to praise God.

The wedding feast of the Lamb will follow the Judgment Seat of Christ mentioned in I Cor. 3:12-15 and again in II Cor. 5:10. At that time our deeds will be judged. The straw (sin) will be burned on the alter and the gold (obedience) will be our reward. Most likely this will all take place during or right after the bowl judgments.
Rev 19:11-16 (The Real White Horseman)

The judgment seat is done. Dinner is done. Time to clean up the mess.

The REAL white horseman emerges. Remember the white horseman is a victorious king.

· Eyes like fire – All seeing judge

· Many crowns – King of kings

· Robe dipped in blood – He earned his kingship through sacrifice (or the blood of his enemies) 
· Sword from his mouth – The Word of God that separates truth from falsehood and good from evil
· His name on his thigh – All I could find on this was that the thigh is where a sword would normally hang implying that His name is powerful.

And we ride behind him dressed in white, purified by Christ’s blood.

Rev 19:17-21 (The Battle of Armageddon)

The result of the battle: 2 captured, billions dead. Not a good day for the AC’s army.

The AC and the FP are captured and thrown into the Lake of Fire. (This is the eternal judgment that we usually picture when we think of Hell, but you guys know that Hell is a different place, right?)

Everyone else was killed with the sword from Christ’s mouth. How’s that? The very truth of God was enough to kill those who rebelled against Him.
Lesson XXIII – The Millennium and the White Throne
Review

Who rode the first white horse that came from the first seal? (AC)

Who rode the second white horse that came from Heaven? (Christ)

How were the AC’s armies defeated? (With the sword that comes from Christ’s mouth)

A Look Back

We’re done with the second part of Revelation (Things get ugly).

The AC will emerge on the world stage suddenly and will take over a powerful government. Then he’ll unite the governments of the world into a single super power. The FP will unite the world’s religions into a single religion worshiping the AC.

The world will be tormented during the Great Tribulation and the AC will blame God’s people. Christians and Jews will be slaughtered. In a final act of rebellion, the AC will lead the armies of the world in a march against Jerusalem.
Christ and the saints will come down from the clouds and crush this army in the Valley of Armageddon. The AC and FP will receive their eternal punishment. (So what happens to all the people who die in the battle? We’ll get to that in a minute.)
We win!!

Rev 20:1-3 (Satan Bound)

Satan is cast into the Abyss (where demons are bound until it’s opened in the 5th trumpet). But this is not his final judgment. Why will he be let out?! We’ll get to that in a minute.

Rev 20:4-6

What’s all this about multiple resurrections? Good question. There’s a lot of debate on how this all plays out. One school of thought is that there are five resurrections that come in two phases:
· Phase One (Believers)
1. Resurrection of Christ

2. Resurrection of the Church at the Rapture

3. Resurrection of the two witnesses during the Great Tribulation
4. Resurrection of the Old Testament Saints and the Tribulation Saints after the Great Tribulation

· Phase Two (Unbelievers)

1. Resurrection of the lost after the 1000 year reign of Christ

If this sounds overly complicated, I agree. This is where the whole pre-millennial / post-millennial debate comes from. When will the dead be resurrected? When God says so, that’s when.

Back on topic: After Christ’s victorious return to Earth, He will set up his Earthly kingdom promised to Abraham and to David.
Who are “those given the authority to judge?” According to I Cor. 6:2-3, it’s us! The resurrected tribulation saints will be God’s priests and we will be His judges. But who will we be judging? Good question.

Remember back in chapter 15 we talked about whether or not any Christians will survive the tribulation? If so, we’ll judge them. It could be the remaining Jews in Israel (where the AC was marching when he got wiped out). Personally, I’m not certain.
Whoever it is will have lots of work to do. After all the judgments poured out on Earth, it will be a real mess. Civilization will have to start over. The good news is that there will be no more doubt about Jesus’ godhood. He will be there in person!

Is this Heaven? No. Will there still be death? Yes, among those who survived the final battle. For 1000 years, those people will live and die in a world absent of Satan’s influence. They will still have their own sin nature, handed down from Adam, but they will have Jesus to guide them. Maybe this is God’s final experiment to see if humanity can remain obedient. (Remember dispensationalism?)

Rev 20:7-10 (Satan’s Last Stand)

In 1000 years, the population will explode. Those people, even though they live in Christ’s kingdom, will be easily drawn away from God when Satan is allowed to tempt them. (See where I got that final experiment thing?)

Satan will enjoy turning these people against God in one last attempt to overthrow God’s authority. But he will fail again. Finally, Satan will receive his eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire.

Rev 20:11-13 (The White Throne Judgment)

God’s final judgment. All the dead will be brought up to face God. Even those who have been in Hell will see God face to face and will be found lacking.

Some say that this final resurrection will include those who died as Christians (post-millennialism), but, again, this is heavily debated.

More than one book is mentioned here. “The books” contain a record of the sins of these people. Their sins will be recounted, justifying their damnation. Another book “the book of life” will also be opened. If your name is in this book, then the other books won’t matter. If you accepted Christ, your sins will not be counted against you.

Rev 20:14-15

Death and Hades are thrown into the Lake of Fire. Death is dead. Hell has no more purpose. From this point on, there will be no death and no reason for punishment.
The unsaved now face their eternal punishment. The saved now enjoy eternal reward.

Lesson XXIV – The New Jerusalem

Review

1. Who is chained in the Abyss? (Satan)

2. How long will he be held there? (1000 years)

3. Where is Jesus during this time? (Reigning on the Earth)

4. What happens to Gog and Magog at the end of the millennium? (Destroyed by fire from Heaven.)

5. Explain the White Throne Judgment. (Dead are judged based on the book of life.)

Rev 21:1-2

Remember that after the rebellion of Gog and Magog, the whole universe was destroyed. Now, God provides a new home for those spared from the Lake of Fire.

Rev 21:3-4 (Coexistence with God)
Now, this is Heaven. The life that we have known “has passed away”. God will coexist with his people just like in Eden. No more tears, no more sin, no more death.

Rev 21:5-8
It is done. There is nothing after Heaven except more Heaven. In Heaven we will have free access to eternal life and fulfillment. But it’s only for those who “overcome”, those who stayed true to God.

Verse 8 is not a list of unforgivable sins. Rather it speaks of the actions of a rebellious heart.

Rev 21:9-11

When Jesus said He was going to prepare a place for us, He meant it. Here we see His handiwork. Jasper is a crystalline gem that comes in many colors. What John describes here is clear like a diamond. It is a symbol of purity.
Rev 21:12-14 (12 Gates and 12 Foundations)
12 gates for the 12 tribes of Israel, God’s chosen people through whom Jesus was born. Just as you enter Heaven through these gates, all people are saved through God’s chosen people and their king, Jesus.  12 foundations for the 12 apostles, founders of God’s church.  Heaven is founded on the obedience of the saints.

Rev 21:15-18 (Heaven is Huge)
John calls it “square”, but notice it’s as tall as it is long. A cube, or maybe a pyramid. 12,000 stadia is 1400 miles. That’s from Dallas to New York City, or from Dallas to Los Angeles. And the wall around it is 200 feet thick, more than the length of a basketball court.

Why does Heaven have a wall with guarded gates? Who is God trying to keep out? I haven’t found any information on this and the Bible doesn’t say.

Notice that the walls and the interior of the city are translucent, “as glass.” God will be in the city and will be the light source of the city.

Rev 21:19-20
The stones decorating the 12 foundations loosely correspond to the twelve stones in the high priests ephod (Ex. 28). This is where the “pearly gates” get their name.
Rev 21:21-23 (No Temple Needed)

Again, God is the light source for the new Jerusalem. There’s no need for a temple because God will move about the city and be worshipped wherever He is.

Rev 21:24-27

Could it be that some will chose to live on the new Earth, outside of the new Jerusalem? Even if they do, they will be free to return. The gates will not be closed. Nothing impure or sinful can enter the gates, but there should be nothing impure on this new Earth. So nothing to worry about, right?

Lesson XXV – Inside the City
Review

1. How big is the new Jerusalem? (1400 miles long, wide and high.)

2. How many gates are there and what’s writing on them? (12, one for each tribe of Israel.)

3. How many foundations are there and what’s written on them? (12, one for each Apostle.)
Rev 22:1-2 (The River and Trees of Life)
This is the “living water” promised by Jesus. It flows directly from God’s throne. This water has the power to sustain eternal life. It also feeds the Trees of Life. We won’t need calendars. The trees will tell you what month it is.

The leaves that are “for the healing of the nations” are not medicine. That would imply sickness. Instead the word “healing” would be better translated as “health”. These trees will maintain our perfect health in Heaven. This could also be symbolic of the new, everlasting peace between all nations and races represented in Heaven.

Rev 22:3-5

In heaven, we will have work to do. We will serve God, but also notice that we will “reign forever and ever.” I guess we will enjoy our jobs.

Rev 22:6-7

Revelation is true and it’s God’s message to you and me. Take this blessing seriously. God will bless those who study, understand, and follow the Revelation. Remember why we study Revelation: To be ready!!

Rev 22:8-10

John’s testifies to the truth of his vision. “Do not seal up” this prophecy. God gave it to us so we can share it with others. There are billions of people in the world that need to hear this message. There is a God, He has a plan and a timetable, and there will be punishment and reward. Be ready.

Rev 22:11-13

God’s plan requires that mankind be given the choice, the free will, to follow or to rebel. Even though He is all powerful, the beginning and the end of everything, he will allow men to reject him and they will be punished for it.

Rev 22:14-15 (The Saved and the Cursed)

The saved will enter the city. The cursed will not. Does this mean that sinful people will live outside the city? No. I think this is a reference to the Lake of Fire. When Jesus talked about Hell in Mark 9:43-47, He used the word “gehenna.” Gehenna was a valley outside the city where they burned their trash, (old) Jerusalem’s city dump. That fire never stopped burning and dogs picked through the burning trash. Dogs were unclean to the Jews, like we think of rats. “Outside” where the dogs pick through the trash and the fire never stops burning. That would be the Lake of Fire.
Rev 22:16-17

Jesus personally offers salvation to anyone who will take it. All the rewards just mentioned are free, paid in full, thanks to Christ.

Rev 22:18-21

First a blessing, then a curse. Jesus offers life to those who’ll take it and here, he promises plagues and Hell to those who would rewrite this prophecy. Perhaps the FP will offer his own version of Revelation to justify his false religion.

So that’s it. Revelation. God’s promise about how it all ends. Take seriously the blessing in Rev 22:7. Revelation is a gift from God. Study it, understand it. Be ready.
