The Seven Church Periods
Based on the Seven Churches Referenced in Revelation
In chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation, John dictates seven letters directly from God, addressed to seven churches in Asia Minor. These churches receive praise from God for their strengths, chastisements for their weaknesses, and stern warnings about their sins.

Some scholars have associated each of these seven letters with different time periods in the church age which seem to coincide with the strengths and weaknesses mentioned in the letters. This talk will explore the correlations observed and what it means to you and me living in the church today.

Introduction
· Lately, there’s a lot of talk about the “original church”

· Socialistic, everyone gives 100%, everyone’s needs met

· No one “preacher”

· Less business-like, less bureaucracy

· Reality is not so idealistic

· Socialism fails when selfishness enters
· Greed at Lord’s Supper (I Cor. 11:20-22)
· Constant problems with division and false teachings
· Infighting (I Cor. 1:10-11)
· Every letter from Paul

· Leadership established to maintain order

· I Tim. 3, Titus 1
· Rev 2-3 contain letters from God to seven churches
· Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea

· Each has strengths, weaknesses

· Sins called out, promises made
· Seem to coincide with time periods in church history
Ephesus (Rev 2:1-7)
· Wealthy town, center of Greek religion

· Temple of Artemis, one of the 7 wonders of the world

· Rich trade in silver idols
· Temple prostitution

· Church praised for standing up against popular paganism

· Rebuked for forsaking their first love

· Became legalistic, judging others out of pride instead of seeking righteousness to glorify God

The Ephesus Period (Cross – 100 AD)
· Legalistic, proud, divisions over doctrinal “fine points”
· True to God’s Word, but motivated by pride rather than love
Smyrna (Rev 2:8-11)
· Large population of anti-Christian Jews and Greeks

· Praised for standing up in the face of severe persecution

· Reminded not to fear death

The Smyrna Period (100AD – 300AD)
· Severe persecution from Romans (Fed to lion’s, turned into lamps)

· Satan pulled out all the stops to crush the church

· Thousands martyred, but they now hold a special place in Heaven

Pergamum (Rev 2:12-17)
· Center of Greek philosophy and worship
· Temples to at least six different Greek gods

· “Enlightened”

· Church corrupted from within

· Tolerance, intermingling with pagans

· False teachings led church away from the Word

· Warned that the “sword” of God’s truth would be used to separate truth from falsehood

The Pergamum Period (300AD – 600AD)
· Constantine embraces Christianity and it becomes state religion

· Regional “Bishops” were appointed (or self-appointed)

· Church begins to look more like a government
· The Bible is canonized to quell false teachings
Thyatira (Rev 2:18-29)
· Small town of craftsmen, unlike other communities, less intellectual
· Accused of allowing “Jezebel” to infiltrate and corrupt the church

· Lack of discipline allowed this corruption to consume the church

· God’s “eyes of fire” and “feet of bronze” would seek out secret sins and punish them, cleansing the church

The Thyatira Period (600AD – 1500AD)
· “The Dark Ages”

· Church becomes corrupt with power, greed, and hypocrisy

· Kings and Popes in a constant power play

· Scientists and theologians burned at the stake for challenging the church’s doctrines or authority

Sardis (Rev 3:1-6)
· Built on a high hill making it easy to defend against invading forces

· Despite that, the city was invaded twice because guards had fallen asleep or were inattentive or over confident
· Accused of being “dead”, passionless, failing to seek righteousness

· A few true believers still “alive” are praised for standing firm

The Sardis Period (1500AD – 1700 AD)
· The Renaissance and Age of Enlightenment

· The church’s power fades as Intellectualism takes over

· The Reformation breaks the grip of the old, corrupt church state and inspires a minority to return to the pursuit of righteousness
Philadelphia (Rev 3:7-13)
· A frontier town, considered the “gateway” to barbarian Asia

· God speaks of a door that He has opened and no one can close

· Jews pressure church to follow Jewish customs, but God promises the church will see victory over them
· Church is promised that it will be spared from “trials to come”

The Philadelphia Period (1700AD – 1900AD)
· With much of the world explored, world evangelism explodes

· Printing presses are widely available and Bible translations abound

· Several religious (and atheistic) “fads” are introduced, but the church remains strong (Mormonism, Darwinism, Humanism)

· This period ends before the trials of “End Times”

Laodicea (Rev 3:14-22)
· Richest of all seven cities producing fabric dye and eye medicine
· God accuses them of being poor, naked, and blind

· No local water source leads to the construction of two aqueducts

· Cold mountain water is luke warm after the long trip

· Healing hot spring water has cooled after the long trip

· God promises to vomit them out if they remain lukewarm

The Laodicea Period (1900AD – The End Times)
· This is us! So pay attention!!

· Pride threatens to destroy our personal relationship with God

· Church becomes lukewarm when we lose our passion

· God would rather you be hot (on fire for Him) or cold (not a Christian at all) than live a dull, worldly life while calling yourself a Christian

· Hypocrisy in the church drives lost people away from God

· Our lukewarmness makes God want to puke!

· This last age will see the coming of the End Times. This is no time to be complacent. The end could come at any minute and we are surrounded by people who will go to Hell unless we take the gospel to them.
· Is a fireman or lifeguard “lukewarm” when they are called to save a life? We are called to save the world for Hell!
