Temptation – It’s in All of Us
Why does womens’ perfume smell like flowers if they’re trying to attract men?

Bath and Body Works holiday food smelling products.

“It’s in all of us.”

Is it really? Is temptation inside all of us?

Defined

What is temptation?

The desire to sin.

What is sin?

Disobedience to God’s will for you.

Sometimes sin can be a non-action.
Sometimes sin can be a non-sinful act done outside of God’s will. Motorcycle illustration.
Temptation can be summed up as the desire to stray from God’s will.
Where Does It Come From?
God – NO!
Does God tempt?  No. 

James 1:13

When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;

Does God allow tests? - Yes. See Job.

Peers – Sort of…
I Peter 4:4

 “They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you.”

(Dissipation: Indulgence in sensual pleasure.)
The world hates your attempts at righteousness because it exposes their debauchery. 

Demonic Influence – Yes and no.
Can the Devil make you sin?  No.

James 4:7

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.


Holy Spirit gives you authority to resist.
Can the Devil make it easier to sin? Yes.
I Peter 5:8-9a
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith…
The devil can’t steer you, but he can put temptation in front of you. BE ALERT or else you’ll fall right over it.

Luke 4:13 after tempting Jesus in the wilderness…

“When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.”
The devil looks for opportune times to tempt you.

Sin Nature
Is it in you? 
Centralia, PA was a coal mining town.

1962 - Old strip mining pit used as the city dump.

A fire broke out in the pit and set fire to an underground coal vein.
Mid-70’s - A gas station attendant measuring gas tanks noticed measuring rod hot.

He put thermometer into the tanks. The gasoline was over 170 degrees.
Vegetation died all over the city. Roads buckled and split. Sink holes opened.

Noxious fumes.
Population went from 4000 to 7.
In 2002, state of PA bought all the land and forced the remaining residents to leave.
Sin nature is like that. It will burn and fester until it ruins you.
Matt 7:20-23 (Jesus speaking)
He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.' For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean.'"

Didn’t My Sin Nature Die?
Galatians 5:24

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

Romans 6:6-7
For we know that our OLD SELF was crucified with Him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.
Sin Zombies?!

Romans 6:16
Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey, whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?
When you serve your sin nature you become a slave to sin. If you feed your zombie, it can control you!
Evaluate your self.
Heb 10:26-27, 31

If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. ... It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
What then?

Deal with the source
Water leak in your house. Do you grab a towel and wipe up the drips or do find and fix the leak?
Matthew 5:29

If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body that for your whole body to be thrown into hell.

Control your mind
Matthew 5:27-28
You have heard it said, “Do not commit adultery.” But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Deal with the source, not the symptoms

Any thought that, if you actually carried it out would be a sin, IS a sin!!
Take action
Even if it seems extreme. (Gouge out your eye. Cut off your hand.)
· Leave your phone in the kitchen or living room. TURN IT OFF (*gasp*) Get an internet filter and let someone else set the password.

· Delete bad music. Uninstall your music player.
· Stop hanging with the “friends” that are pulling you away from God. 
· Commit to your bf/gf you will only go on double dates. Never be alone.
Be Victorious!

God has your best interest at heart. He wants what is best for you! His will is BEST!

Matthew 6:33
Seek first HIS kingdom and HIS righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well.

YOU have the power (through Christ) to beat temptation!!

