Who are you?
· OT Bible names always meant something.

· Jacob means “heal grabber”. Figuratively “trickster” “con man”

· Jacob’s backstory
· Son of Isaac. Twin brother of Esau.

· 1st born Esau was man’s man. Hunter. Hairy. Smelled bad.

· 2nd born Jacob was mama’s boy. Helped in the kitchen.

· Jacob tricked Esau into giving up his birth right.

· Conned Isaac into giving him the 1st born’s blessing.

· Promptly ran away when Esau came home.

· Spent years getting rich (sometimes conning his father-in-law).

· Finally came home to face Esau. (Gen 32)
· Still scared of Esau, so he sent all his riches AND his family on ahead.

· Spent the night alone.

· Jacob wrestles God!

· Beaten but STILL won’t let go.

· LITERALLY grabbing GOD’S ankle!! “Bless me!”

· “Who are you?” “Jacob”.

· God already knew. But Jacob needed to confess.

· New name, “Strives with God”.

· “Strives WITH God” or “Strives WITH God”??
· Can also mean “God rules.” Jacob, you aren’t in charge any more. I AM.

· So, WHO ARE YOU?? Strives with God or strives WITH God?? Who rules??

