Who are you?
Jacob wrestles with God and comes away a new man.
Genesis 32:22-30

The Hebrew name Jacob literally means “heal catcher”.  Jacob was a heal catcher, a trickster, a deceiver, a man who would lie and scheme his way to the top.  He cheated his brother Esau out of his birth right and became the head of his father’s household through trickery and deceit.  He lied to his blind and dying father to receive his blessing in the place of Esau.  He was always looking out for numero uno and did whatever it took to secure his place even if that meant lying to his own dying father.
But eventually Jacob’s heal-catching caught up with him.  He had lived a long hard life in a strange land due after running way from home.  He had fled the wrath of his brother Esau and, in Genesis 32, was return home to face the music.  He was scared.  He sent most of his possessions on ahead offering them as gifts to his brother, hoping to soften up Esau.  Then, he sent his wives and children on ahead, thinking they’d be safer with out him.  This left him alone on a river bank at night.
God likes to get personal with you when you’re alone.  He likes to have your full attention.  At night, in the quiet darkness, God came to Jacob.  He didn’t come to him as bright and shining God, a pillar of flame, or even a burning bush.  God came to Jacob in human form, some say as Jesus.  God came to Jacob and rolled around in the dirt, wrestling with him.  He allowed Jacob to meet him on Jacob’s own terms, grabbing God by the heal and tenaciously fighting to be on top.

Finally, God put the hurt on Jacob and put him in his place.  But even then, Jacob wouldn’t let go.  He wanted to get his way, even after he was defeated.

So, God said to Jacob, “Who are you?”

And Jacob answered… “Deceiver.”

Jacob was given a chance to realize what he was.  He had to admit to himself that he was a liar, a cheat, a sinner.  But God had bigger plans for Jacob’s life.  God knew what Jacob was capable of and God intended to use Jacob for his own purpose.  God gave Jacob a new title: Israel.  The Hebrew name Israel means “struggles with God”, but it can also mean “God rules”.
God said to Jacob, “You’re not a deceiver any more.  Now, God rules.”  Jacob had spent his whole life breaking the rules so that he could be in charge.  Now, God told him, “No.  You think you rule, with your lying and cheating.  But the truth is that I rule.  I rule you.”

About this time, the sun came up.  Jacob got up and started his new life.  Stepped into that river Jacob, the deceiver who ruled his own life through lies and trickery, and he stepped out on the opposite shore Israel, ruled by God and destined become God’s chosen one.
Take some time to get alone.  If think you can’t find God in the quiet dark of the night, don’t worry.  He’ll find you.  When he does, ask yourself, “Who am I?”  Are you a heal grabber? Are you wrestling with God?   Are you trying to run your own life in your own flawed, human way? If so, then maybe it’s time for you to left God rule.  And once you’ve made that decision, get up and start  your new life.  Stop being a like Jacob, heal grabber, and start living your life as a man of God.  Be an Israel, ruled by God and destined for great things.

