What is a Veteran?
Monolog by Trint Ladd
What Is A Veteran?
It is man or a woman who knows from experience that freedom is not free.  It is a human being who, with super human valor, voluntarily sacrificed personal ambition, personal freedom, security, and sometimes love, life, and limb so that millions of others would have the opportunity to take these things for granted.
It is the beat cop who writes you a ticket in order to keep the streets safe, having seen in Fallujah, Iraq, what unsafe streets really look like.

It is the venerated ER nurse who may roll her eyes at your “devastating” softball injury because she can still hear the screams of the Marines she treated at Da Nang, Vietnam.

It is the Legionnaire who uses a plastic arm and a metal hook to pin on his ribbons and medals for the Memorial Day parade, and remembers the day he left his own hand behind in a field south of Pyongyang, Korea.

It is the old man in the car with the disabled vet license plate, who drives aggravatingly slow, who helped liberate a Nazi death camp and who wishes that his wife was still alive to hold him at night when the nightmares come.

It is the POW who left home one person and came back another, or didn’t come home at all.
And it is also one white stone cross in a field of thousands, standing as a reminder of a face, a smile, a laugh, a life full of dreams, aspirations, and infinite potential that was exchanged for freedom; the ultimate price paid for the ultimate blessing.
Please, join me in giving thanks to the veterans among us, and stand with me to honor the veterans who are not.
(Play ‘Taps’)
